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We are happy to bear testimony to the 
increasing value of this periodical. The 
first article in the present Namber is an 
account of 
A NEW AND CHBAP FROCESS FOR PREPARING 

MBDICINAL PRUSSIC ACID, 

to which we ‘confidently solicit the atten- 
tion of apothecaries and physicians. It is| 
exceedingly elegant and effectual, and must, 
we believe, entirely superséde all the pro- 
cesses at present adopted for the prepara- 
tion of thie energetic medicine. The author, 
Mr. Thomas ‘Clarke, describes his #fethod 
in these words :— 

* Hitherto no process for making prussic 
acid (otherwise called hydrocyanic acid) 
has been devised so simple, as to be used 
by apothecaries. Hence the preparation of} 
it atime into the hands et paenfacts: 
Trers whom the practitioner justly regards as 
too irresponsible to be relied we i pro- 
ducin wate strength, a Fayed 80 
powerful in its operation, so su and so 
transient. ‘The practitioner, owing to this 
distrust, as well perhaps as to the dearness 
of the medicine, has too little availed him- 
self of its Pyyent- It. is. to remove these 


enabling every apotheca 
to make ic afi easily ond cheesly, pe! 
pity re Aika dae that I venture to pub- 
i owing process :— 
bh of 
Tartaric acid ........ 7% grains 
Cyanide of potassium... 32 do 
Distilled water ...... amounce - 
8 } - 
SS Mates eect a 
“Sate anal an in haga _ Then 
. imme- 
diately thernfat Sner she ootk or stopper 
which: fora little must. be préserved firmly 
in its situation by the finger. Meanwhile 
agitate, g the pbial. immersed in a 
basin of mater, in order to repress the 


heat produced in the process. When all 
action has ceased, set the phial aside in a 
cool and dark place for twelve hours, in 
order that the cream of tartar formed may 
subside. Afterwards decant the liquor, 
= preserve in a phial in a cool and 


place. . 

** An ounce of water dissolves no more 
than about five grains of cream of tartar, and 
its soluble power is likely to be diminished 
by the presence of hydrocyanic acid ; there- 
fore all the cream of tartar formed, except 
five grains, that is, 86 graing, will subside ; 
and the water will hold in solution, besides 
those five grains of cream of tartar, 13 grains 
of hydrocyanic acid. But this solution will 
contain about 26 full doses (we will say 25) 
of hydrocyanic acid. Of,cream of tartar, 
therefore, each dose will contain only 4% or 
one-fifth of a grain. The presence of this 
small quantity of cream of tartar would be 
regarded as an impurity by chemists, who 
would, separate, it. by distillation. But lit- 
tle regard will the physician give to the 
presence of cream of tartar, amounting to 
the fifth of a graininadose. In employing 
prussic acid, indeed, the objéct of the che- 
mist and of the physician are altogether dif- 
ferent ; purity.is the desire of the chemist ; 
uniformity of strength that of the physician. 
A disregard of this difference has too often, 
in pharmaceutical processes, caused chemi- 
tal purity to be dearly purchased at the ex- 
pense of medicinal uniformity.” 

The only difficulty which presents itself 
to the general adoption of this process is 
the scarcity of the cyanuret of potassium, a 
salt at present only met with in the labora- 
tory of the scientific chenrist. - ‘To obviate 
this inconvenience, Mr. Clarke proposes an 
easy and effectual mode of preparing this 
compound, ‘The prussiate of potash of the 
dyers, a well-known salt, and one to be 
procured every-where, is composed, accord- 
ing to the best anilysis, of water ove part, 
cya nide of iron two ditto, cyanide of potas- 
sium five ditto. In its perfect state it is 
tough and inelastic, and requires to be 
heated moderately, till the water is expel- 
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led, when it becomes readily pulverisable. 
It is now to be reduced to powder and ex- 
posed to a strong red heat in a close iron 
vessel. The cyanide of iron is thus entirely 
decomposed, nitrogen being evolved and the 
oxide of iron and carhon remaiping behind. 
The cyanide of potassium, on the other 
hand, is not changed by a red heat, and may 
be separated from the iron and carbon by 
solution in water. The solution is, finally, 
to be evaporated to dryness, and should 
any. yellow crystals occur they are to be 
rejected. Mr. Clarke concludes his paper 
by the following remark :— 

“ The wholesale price of prussiate of 
vier is just twopence an ounce avoirdu- 

e. Tartaric acid is still cheaper. Hence 
the materials for preparing an ounce of me- 
dicinal ic acid, according to the pre- 
ceding process, will cost less than a penny ; 
whereas at D ores it cannot be bought at 
Tess than a shilling.” 

OLD DISLOCATIONS, 

The second article is a sensible review of 
the yarious facts and opinions connected 
with the treatment of old dislocations, by 
Professor Laurie, of the Andersonian Uni- 
versity. The paper does not admit of ane- 
lysis or condensation, but the author con- 
cludes, from bis reading and experience, 
that dislocations may often be successfully 
reduced, after they have existed for a very 
long period of time ; and secondly, that com- 
petent anatomical knowledge and manual 
tact will always enable the surgeon to de- 
cide on the cases in which reduction should 
not be attempted. These are principally 
where bony connexion has been formed, as 
is usual in displacements of the ginglymoid 
joints, and where a large artery lies in con- 
tact with the bone in ita new position. Prof. 
Laurie believes that the attenuated state of 
the muscles in old cases will usually enable 


us to ascertain the site of any large vessel,| pe 


On the comparative efficacy of pullies and 
assistants, the author offers some valuable 
suggestions. A combination of both these 
powers appears to him to be preferable to 
either alone :— 

** } have bestowed some attention on the 
means of combinin 
ness of pullies with the mobility of absist- 
ants, and being no great sieddiitelin, I) 
have called in the assistance of my friend 
and pupil Mr.Graham. Each of us bas 
proposed a method applicable to hospital | 








practice, in which its employment is prin | ig bt, I think, be found 


cipally required. Mine appears simple ; its 
efficacy remains to be proved. I may te- 
mark, that it is well adapted to the 
rating theatre of the infirmary of this city, 
in which the means of reducing dislocations 
are Ipmentably deficient. So much is this 
the case, that in a ting to reduce an 
old dislocation of the hip-joint, a few months 
ago, the surgeon in attendance was obliged 
to fix his pullies to a point many feet above 
the level of the table upon which his patient 
lay. It is bardly necessary to add, that this 
defect was of itself sufficient to suc- 
cess impossible. To return from this digres- 
sion, ta table be fixed in the centre of 
any room, round part of which the segment 
of a circular rod of iron is passed on the 
same plain with the table, Care must be 
taken that the centre of the table be the 
centre of the circle of which the rod is a 
segment. To prevent the rod from yield- 
ing to the extending power, it must be 
attached to the wall by short rods, so curv- 
ed that the point of attachment be on its 
outside ; the hook of the pulley will thus 
pass without a slong the rod. 
By this simple and cheap contrivance the 
direction of the limb may be changed while 
the body remains fixed, without relaxing 
the extending power. The objection to 
this is the resistance which the fri of 
the iron surfaces would ly oppose to 
moving the hooks. ere the surfaces 
smooth and oiled, I do not suppose that the 
force could be so great a8 to resist the 
efforts of one or two assistants.* Mr, Gra- 
ham proposes a more scientific but more ex- 
pensive method, the principle of which is 
to move the pelvis on the thigh instead of 
the thigh upon the pelvis, This is accom- 

lished by means of a table fixed to the 

joor by a central point, with a revolvin 
body like a demonstrating table. On this 
the patient is laid ; the sound joint oppet 
to that to be reduced is made the tral 
Feist. and fixed over the centre of the table. 

e is then strap down in the manner 
recommended. e@ table is very éasily 
moved, and a very slight turn makes a great 
change $ the angle | by the em and 
Ivis. Tt might be possible to combine a 
table of this kind with the excellent < t- 
ing table which Mr. Grabam has ly 
contrived.” 

MONSTROSITY- 

Io the third paper, Mr. Watt describes a 
case of monstrosity, in which the two auri- 
cles of the heart formed a common cavity, 


g the power and steadi-| ¢,. pulmonary arteries and veins being ex- 


ceedingly minute. On the left side the dia- 

* As the operating area in th operation-roam of 

the Ietrmary of thes city ts dire r, the “above 

method could easily be adapted to it; and in the 
t dearth of means for dislocatio; 
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phragm scarcely existed, and had no con- 
nexion with the anterior ribs or sternum, so 
that the abdominal and thoracic viscera 
were included in one cavity, and the pleura 
and peritoneum formed a continuous mem- 
brane. The left lung was no larger than 
the thymus gland, and the stomach was 
found in the left thoracic cavity. There 
was no gall-bladder, the biliary ducts ter- 
minating in the duodenum. Other derange- 
meats of less consequence were also noticed. 

In the fifth essay, Mr. Wark describes 
minutely, and with much ability, a set of 
cases of spinal irritation, which, according 
to his observations, is an exceedingly fre- 
quent disease. It is unnecessary to transfer 
any of his cases to our columns, not from 
any want of value in Mr, Wark’s examples, 
but beceuse the able lecture on the same 
subject by Dr, Corrigan of Dublin, inserted 
in one of our late numbers, renders it super- 
fious for us to do so. 


INFLATION OF THE BOWELS, AS A REMEDY 
FOR CONSTIPATION AND INTUSSUSCEPTION. 


The following letter to the Editors of the 
Glasgow Journal deserves serious atten- 
tion :— 

“* Gentlemen,—I observe with pleasure, 
in the pages of your interesting journal for 
last month, an instructive case of colica 
constipata removed by inflation, by Mr. John 
King, jun. surgeon, Irvine, in which he 
says, that that means of relief was first re- 
commended by Hippocrates, and in more 
modern times by Hoffman and Haller; but 
seems to think that it is now fallen into neg- 
lect. I was not aware that intiation of the 
intestines had been advised by either Hip- 

es or the other authors alluded to, for, 

ike the greater part of my brethren, I find 

the overwhelming host of modern writers 
an evil sufficient for ihe day, without 
dipping much into the ponderous tomes 
of our fathers, although in the latter, no 
doubt, are to be found many valuable ob- 
servations, and not a few of our modern dis- 
coveries, About thirteen years ago I at- 
tended a child here, whose bowels could 
not be moved by any of the agents usually 
employed in cases of obstruction, although 
there were no symptoms of inflammation till 
towards the close of the scene. Having ob- 
tained leave to examine the body, we could 
discover nothing to account for death, but a 
very complete in tion in the course 
of the ilium, and which immediately disap- 
peared on inflating the bowels with the blow- 
pipe. It instantly occurred to me that the 


bowels been inflated from the rectum dur- 
ing hfe. I had shortly afterwards an op- 
portunity of communicating the circumstance 
to Dr. Johnson, the talented editor of the 
London Medico-Chirurgical Review, and in 
the Number of that admirable work for 
April 1820, it is distinctly mentioned ip 
an analytical article on ileus. Soon after 
that time, the late Dr. Oudney, the compa- 
nion of my lamented friend Captain Clap-~ 
perton, took notice of inflation as a remedial 
agent, in a paper of his on ileus in the Edin, 
burgh Medical Journal, Dr, Maxwell, an 
experienced physician here, also drew at- 
tention to inflation of the bowels, through 
the medium of the same Journal, seyen or 
eight years ago, When I communicated to 
Dr. Johnson how readily intussusception 
could be removed after death, by inflating 
the intestinal tube, if adhesion had not taken 
place, I had not had an opportunity of trying 
its effects on the living body ; a case, howe 
ever, very soon presented in the person of 
my own son, then about three years of age: 
during nine days no evacuation whatever 
could be procured from his bowels, not- 
withstanding the most persevering adminis- 
tration of purgatives, and the almost hourly 
use of enemata, some of which were given 
by a powerful syringe, At length P bed 
recourse to inflation ; he directly begged to 
be put upon his chair, and hada free evacy- 
ation. After a few minutes I repeated the 
inflation, and again produced an evacuation, 
He rapidly recovered, is now living, and in 
good health. Since the time of my son’s 
case I have frequently had occasion to in- 
flate the bowels, and often with the best 
result ; indeed, all the practitioners in this 
quarter, I believe, use inflation, when pur- 
gatives and the usual injections fail to give 
relief, in cases of obstruction of the bowels, 
not attended by abdominal inflammation. I 
am, Gentlemen, kc. 
Arcnp. Bracxtock,” 

Dumfries, 4th March, 1831. 


SPONTANEOUS RUPTURE OF THE AORTA+ 

We cannot express ourselves in terms 
too censorious on the slovenly manner in 
which the dissection was conducted in the 
case described under the above designation. 
The narrator (Dr. Hume) should not, how- 
ever, be included in this condemnation, as 
he had nothing to do with the examination. 
We quote the narrative, however, as it is 
at the same time an instructive specimen of 
the facility with which popular suspicions 
are excited, and of the necessity which ex- 
ists for restricting the performance of all 
medico-legal investigations te persons of 





same thing might have happened, had the 


acknowledged competency, and possessed 
Q2 
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of at least sufficient pathological acquire- 
ments. 


** About a quarter past three o'clock p.m. 
of Wednesday, 10th October, 1826, when 
on the road beyond Bothwell, I was met by 
@ man on horseback who desired me to visit 
William Scott, farmer, to the west of Bells - 
hill, When I reached the patient, he was 
complaining of great pain in his belly, in the 
situation of a swelling, which appeared to 
me to be occasioned by an over-distension 
of the urinary bladder. I was informed, 
that in the course of the day he had been 
constantly trying to make water, but could 
ey a few drops. His bowels were 

; his tongue rather white, bis skin 
cool, and, as I supposed, of its natural co- 
lour ; his pulse not quicker than natural, but 
weak. He was sick at times, and I was 
told had vomited a yellow matter more than 
once. He was perfectly sensible. He 
thought that his complaint was inflamma- 
tion, and wished me to bleed him, which I 
declined to do on account of the weakness of 
his pulse. Not having catheters with me, 
I called at the house of the village-surgeon 
to get one, but he was from home; upon 
which I desired that Mr. Anderson, surgeon 
at Bothwell, the nearest practitioner, might 
be sent for to draw off the water. In the 
thean time I ordered the patient to have some 
eastor-oil. I considered him to be in great 
d r. Mr. Anderson, on his arrival, in- 

uced the catheter and drew off some 
water, but the patient was no way relieved, 
and died soon after, Mr. Miller, of Hamil- 
ton, whose patient it seems Scott had 
been, informed me next day that suspicions 
were entertained that poisons had been ad- 
ministered, and that the body was to be in- 
spected next morning. I regretted that it 
was not in my power to be present at the 
inspection, but Mr, Miller favoured me with 
the following report :—William Scott, etat. 
48, strong and well-made, October 10, 1826. 
Was quite well all day, but at eleven r.m., 
when going into bed, he felt something give 
him astound (a shooting pain). The in- 
stant he lay down he had a pressing desire 
to void urine, but could not pass any. The 
desire soon became a pain ; and though im- 
perfect efforts were made, no relief could be 
obtained. Next day, by twelve at noon, the 
under part of his belly was much tumefied, 
which Jed to the suspicion that there was a 
retention of urine in the bladder. At four 
».M. the catheter was used, when only eight 
ounces of urine were discharged. Five mi- 
nutes after he died. 

* . ro two days after death.—The 
whole abdomen comand ama a num- 
ber of vesicles over the right side. Blue 
Stains in front of both thighs. The scrotum 
completely injected with blood. The abdo- 








minal muscles being divided, blood and air 
were ejected with great force ; after lifting 
out the blood and sponging the bowels, the 
small iotestines had a dark-red appearance, 
and contained a quantity of blood. When 
this blood was let out, the bowels showed 
no distinct mark of disease. Turning aside 
the bowels and exposing the descending 
aorta, about two inc above the bifurca- 
tion, an aperture was observed about the 
size of a quill, through which the blood had 
passed into the cavity of the abdomen. How 
« part of this blood had got into the intes- 
tines could not be detected! !" 

What was the cause of this rapture? 
Why did not the examiner lay open the 
vessel and ascertain the state of its inner 
surface? Had this case fallen under the 
interrogation of a competent medical coro- 
ner, Mr. Miller would have blushed for his 
superficial, careless, and unscientific mode 
of proceeding. 


FUNGUS HEMATODES OF THE SPERMATIC 
CHORD. 

An interesting case of fungus hematodes 
of the spermatic chord, contributed by Dr. 
De Vitré, forms the seventh article. The 
case is remarkable for the temporary check 
obtained by the application of the ace- 
tate of lead, in powder, to the bleeding 
surface, and for the enormous quantity of 
this salt (24lbs. weight) which was used 
during two months. The bleeding, how- 
ever, at length returned, despite of this 
powerful astringent, and was now arrested 
by the use of strong nitrie acid. It is re- 
markable, that no constitutional symptoms 
supervened on the application of the lead, 
and that no pain was caused by the nitric 
acid, From these circumstances, Dr. De Vi- 
tré argues the absence of nerves of sensation 
and of absorbents (strictly so called) in the 
tumour. He might also have contended for 
the absence of veins, and it is nota little 
singular that he omits this inference, since 
he asserts, in another part of his paper, that 
venous hemorrhage is never witnessed from 
this morbid structure; indeed he goes so 
far as to found a fanciful hypothesis on 
these data, namely, that the disease depends 
on a casual effusion of blood, which after- 
wards becomes traversed with arteries 
nearly devoid of accompanying veins, He 
thus accounts for the rapid increase of these 
tumours, and for the indomitable nature 
of the hemorrhage they occasion. We shall 
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not consume further space with this topic 
than by observing, that it is more than pro- 
bable that the acetate of lead was decom- 
posed either by the blood, or by the fungous 
tissue, immediately after its application, and 
was thus reduced to a state in which it was 
incapable of entering the veins or absorbent 
vessels, 


A paper on anew Taliacotian operation 
we shall next week extract entire ; there is 
also an able essay on the subject of medical 
reform, a topic which is here treated with 
boldness and independence of feeling. 





BARON LARREY 8 REPORT TO THE “ INSTITUT 
NATIONAL,” APRIL 25, 1831, ON THE LI- 
THONTRITIC OPERATIONS OF M. CIVIALE, 
AY THE HOPITAL NECKER. 


M. Lanrey commenced by presenting the 
academy with a succinct analysis of the 
memoir laid before them by M, Civiale. In 
one of the cases operated on by this sur- 
geon, the stone was exceedingly large, and 
nearly filled the bladder, but was, accord- 
ing to the author, attacked successfully with 
the lithontritic instruments. In the case 
of an old man, the stone wes situated behind 
the prostate, but was also crushed, Another 

tient offered the complication of excessive 
irritability, but he was also cured. M. 
Civiale next gives a notice of the present 
state of lithotrity, and remarks that its 
principles are every-where adopted. The 
reporters on this memoir, while they pro- 
fess entire reliance on the honour of M. 
Civiale, at the same time thought it right 
to repair to the Hopital Necker, where they 
obtained precise information on the results 
of all the calculous cases treated in that 
establishment, and according to which M. 
Civiale had framed his memoir. Baron 
Larrey, however, in the name of the com- 
mission, expressed his regret that M. Civi- 
ale had only put forward the advautages of 
lithotrity, afd the successful cases, while 
the information obtained at the Hopital 
Necker, proved that the fatality was as 
great as in the section cases at the other 
hospitals in Paris. On the whole, M. Lar- 
rey spoke very sharply of M. Civiale; he 
reminded him that the greatest surgeons 
were not wont to conceal their unfortunate 
eases; he added that M. Civiale had de- 
cidedly failed to prove the superiority of the 
lithontritic method, but he concluded that 
the facts advanced by the author of the 
memoir were sufficiently valuable to entitle 
him to the recompense awarded by the 
academy.—Lanc, Frang. 


RED COLOURING PRINCIPLE OBTAINED BY 
THE SEPARATION OF HYDROGEN FROM 
STARCH, SUGAR, ALCOHOL, &c, 


Iw an able paper by M. Rouchas, of Toulon, 
published in the Journal de Pharmacie, 
Mars 1831, we find descriptions of the fol- 
lowing curious experiments :— 


1. Having mixed three parts of commer- 
cial nitric acid with one of alcohol at 38°, and 
exposed the mixture to a gentle heat till it 
boiled; when it was withdrawn from the 
fire, and the reaction allowed to proceed 
until red fumes were no longer evolved, I 
observed that the addition of potash, soda, 
or ammonia, developed in the liquid a beau- 
tiful red colour. 

The liquid will not assume the red tint, 
if the alkali be added before the reaction of 
the acid on the alcohol has entirely ceased. 
The tint is also more intense, in proportion 
to the duration of the reaction. The colour 
may also be produced, 7 adding very con- 
centrated acid, drop by drop, to the alcohol, 
without any application of heat, till the pro- 
portion of the acid to the alcohol be as one- 
tenth to one-eighth. In this case, however, 
the colour is comparatively faint. 

2. The red colour may also be created by 
the action of alkalies, on the fluid remaining 
after the action of nitric acid on sugar or 
starch. 

3. By passing a current of gaseous chlo- 
rine through water holding sugar in solu- 
tion, allowing the mixture to rest for twenty- 
four hours, and then neutralizing it with po- 
tassa, the liquid instantly acquires a golden 
yellow colour, which, by the application of 
a gentle heat, changes to a deep red. 

4. Bromine produces the same effect. 

5. An aqueous solution of gum arabic ac- 
quired a beautiful red colour, by standing 
some time in contact with a few drops of 
nitrate of silver. The coloration is in- 
stantaneous, if the experiment be performed 
in the direct rays of the sun. 

6. If sugar be substituted for gum, no red 
colour is struck, but a blackish powder is 
precipitated ; but if the sugar and nitrate of 
silver be mixed im the dry state, the mixture 
quickly moistens and becomes red. 

From these experiments the author con- 
cludes that the coloration is in all instances 
owing to the operation of the same cause— 
viz. the abstraction of hydrogen from the 
substance operated on. Thus the chlorine 
forms muriatic (hydro-chloric acid) with 
the hydrogen of the sugar. The oxygen of 
the nitrate of silver forms water with the 
hydrogen of the sugar, as proved by the 
moistening of the mass, Again, arsenic 
acid produces the same colour with sugar, 
and deliquesces even in the Toricellian 
vacuum. 
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M. Rouwehas; however, admits that the 
saad phenomend oécur, if sdgar be mixed 
in the first place with caustic potdssa, and 
the mdis subsequently neutralized with ui- 
trie acid, In this experiment vo nitrous 
deid is disengaged, a circumstance which 
militates strongly against the author’s hy- 
pothesis of the colour being produced by 
the abstraction of hydrogen. We may add, 
that since the publication of his paper, and 
while occupied in experiments totally un- 
connected with the subject of his memoir, 
we found that dilute muriatic acid produces 
_ i Beautiful red colour, when allowed to 
evaporate slowly, and at natural tempera- 
tures, in contact with minute quantities of 
starch. This fact is still further opposed to 
M. Rouchas’s opinions. 





IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS ON AN ECONO- 
MICAL METHOD OF PREPARING TRE SUL- 
PHATE OF QUININE. 

Tae following hints, thrown out by M. 
Buisson in his Thesis, defended before the 
school of pharmacy of Paris, are well worthy 
the attention of the British manufacturers 
of the preparations uf quinine. To dis- 
pense with the use of alcohol in the pro- 
ceas is the grand problem in this country, 
and M, Buisson comes nearer to its solution 
than any other authority on the subject. 


M. Buisson founds his process on these 
chemical principles— 

ist. That the salts of ammonia, viz. the 
nitrate, acetate, sulphate, &c., are decom- 

by the salifiable vegetable bases at 
an elevated temperature, a nitrate, acetate, 
sulphate, &c., of quinine, morphine, &c., 
being formed, and ammonia disengaged. 
2nd. That aluminous solutions are de- 
composed by free ammonia, and that the 
colouring matter of the quinquinas forms an 
insoluble compound with alamina. 

P. ing on these data, M. Buisson 
treats the quininé directly with ammoniacal 
alum (the sulphate of alumina and ammo- 
nia) dissolved in the ordinary proportion of 
water toa certain quantity of the bark. He 
then adds muriatic acid in the ordinary 
quantity, then adds milk of lime till the free 
acid be nearly saturated, and next by the 
addition of ammonia, throws down a pre- 
cipitate formed of alumina, combined with 
the colouring matter of the bark, of quinine, 
and the sulphate of lime. There remains 
in solution a mixture of the muriate of am- 
monia and of lime, with traces of sulphate 
of ammonia and lime. Un boiling the whole 
mixture (precipitate and fluid), the qui- 





niné separates the ammonia from its acids, 
i ing it in the volatile form; @ saline 
combination of quinine, free from 
matter, is thus obtained. By filtering now, 
and adding ammonia in the cold, the qui- 
nine is thrown down nearly pure, and may 
be redissolved in sulphuric acid, and crys- 
tallized from this solution. 

There is, however, a loss of one-eighth 
of the quinine by this mode of proceeding, 
and it therefore becomes a question of cal- 
culation for the manufacturer, whether this 
loss will not be amply compensated, by 
there being no necessity for the use of alco- 
hol, and by the comparatively small quan- 
tity of fuel which will be required in the 
process on the large scale. 





ON A NEW METHCD FOR PRODUCING A PER- 
MANENT AND BEAUTIFUL GREY DYE, BY 
M. ROBIQUET. 

Azout three years since a Parisian dyer 

nted me with a stuff of a clear blue grey 
colour, which he informed me was unalter- 
able by the most powerful agents, even by 
concentrated chlorine. He expressed him- 
self exceedingly anxious to understand the 
nature of the colour, and requested my ad- 
vice upon the subject, On experiment, | 

found that it was, in trath, unalterable, a 

haracter which induced me to believe the 

colour of a metallic kind. I was pt hod that 
a kind of permanent grey was a 
adding pb ameren to printing ik and diay 
ing the mixtare with a sufficient quantity of 
water, The carbonaceous matter is thus 
capable of being fixed on cloth by means of 
an oily mordaunt, and a grey is thus pro- 
duced, fixed and unchangeable, it is trae, 
but devoid of the fine blaish tint of the 
specimen then laid before me. Of all the 
metallic colours, I was not aware of any 
but the chloride of silver possessed of this 
shade, and I endeavoured by analysis to as- 
certain if this was not the substance employ- 
ed. [thought this might be readily aster- 
tained by steeping the stuff in liquid ammo- 
nia, but the colour only became still more 
lively than before, and no trace of silver was 
found in the liquid; I then macerated in a 
platinum capsule a sufficiently large bit of 
the stuff, and I treated the ashes suoces- 
sively with ammonia and nitric acid. The 
first reagent took up a notable quantity of 
chloride of silver, which was precipitated on 
the addition of nitric acid, Silver was also 
obtained from the second solution by the 
immersion of a plate of copper.” 

M. Robiquet having thus gained a clue 
to the nature of the colour, imitated it suc- 
cessfully, by steeping a colourless stuff in 
asolution of the nitrate of silver, diluted 





























ADMIXTURES WITH FOOD, &c. 231 


according to the tint required. Thé stuff 
then dried; and ws dry, brought 
h @ bath of muriate of soda or chloru- 
. Of exposing tlie surface to the 
direct light of the sun, the grey colour was 
immediately obtained. The dyer soon after 
repeated this process on the large scale, but 
was baffled by a singular and entirely local 
circumstance. To secure the uniformity of 
the tint, it is necessary that the entire sur- 
face of the stuff should be at once expused 
to the contact of the light, and, in the pre- 
mises of the dyer in question, it was impos- 
sible to manage that part of the requisite 
manipulation. M. Robiquet nevertheless 
adds, that in a favourable situation this pro- 
cess offers the most desirable prospects of 
success.—Journal de Pharmacie. 





EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE 
NANTZ COUNCIL OF HEALTH, 
Examination of Spices spoiled by sea-water; 

Adutteration of Flour with Nettle-seed, 

Poisonous Paints, Statistics, Geology, 

&e. &e. 

We gladly present our readers with addi- 
tional specimens of the labours of this 
highly-useful and indefatigable body. 


(Abridged from the Journ. de Pharmacie.) 


Of the reports addressed by the Council of 
Health to the Mayor of Nantz, twenty-three 
relate to merchandize injured by contact 
with sea water. The principal articles 
were, sugars, coffees, cocoasnuts, peppers, 
cloves, and table oil of olives. In their re- 
ports the commissioners establish that sugar 
which has been impregnated with sea-water 
cannot be injurious to health, and that its 
sale may be permitted, especially since it is 
never retailed in the spoiled state, but is 
——_ up by the refiners for the manu- 

re of white sugar. They advise that 
the coffees and cocoa-nuts should be more 
particularly attended to, since the former 
are bought by the indigent in their unsound 
State, and the latter enter into the constitu- 
tion of chocolate, which being much used by 
sick 8 might expose them to serious 
accidents. They have found that cloves 
are but rarely damaged to any great extent, 
perhaps in consequence of the preservative 
influence of their essential oil, but the pep- 
pérs, on the other hand, are very readily 
damaged, and fall into a tasteless earthy 
powder. As to the olive oil, if become 
rancid, it should be rejected from the spice 
trade, and only employed in the arts. 

A very curious fact has been pointed out 
by the commissioners of this Council. On 
the 10th of June a letter from the Mayor 
was received informing the Council “ that 
some merchants, with a view to the preser- 


it with nettle-seed, which they introduced 
into the sacks.” The mayor sought the ad- 
vice of the members as to the influence this 
admixture might exercise on the health. 
The letter was accompanied by a specimen 
of corn mixed with a certain quantity of a 

wder which the corn-meters aud porters 

lieved to be nettle-seed, in consequence of 
an eruption and intolerable itching it occa- 
sioned wherever it touched them while they 
were employed in unlading this corn from a 
vessel which had brought it from Bordeaux, 

On inquiry the Council learned from the 
bakers at Nantz, that in several parts of 
France, especially in the upper country, 
nettle-seed bad been constantly mingled 
with flour, with a view to preserve it from 
mites, and that the persons employed upon 
this flour were attacked with an exceedingly 
incoavenient eruption ; but they also maine 
tained that the practice had never been 
attended with any dangerous results, as far as 
the consumption of the bread was concern- 
ed, but that on the contrary this description 
of flour was highly esteemed, 

According to the assertions of a corn 
merchant at Bourgneuf, a part of some flour 
lately brought to Nantz, produced an erup- 
tion on the hands and blisters in the m 
of those who had eaten it, and he added that 
the horses employed in carrying the sacks 
had been attacked also with a cutaneous dis- 
ease, 

On application being made to the mayor 

of Bordeaux on the subject, it was stated in 
reply, that the itching attributed to the ad- 
mixture of nettle-seed was produced by the 
larvee of mites, but that all powders of this 
kind might be readily separated by the use 
of sieves or winnowing machines. Accord- 
ingly the mayor of Nantz interdicted the 
sale of the corn which produced the suspi- 
cious symptoms, until it had been sifted or 
winnowed, 
In another report the Council condemn 
the dangerous practice of presenting children 
with playthings coloured with poisonous 
paints. e children’s trumpets, for exam- 
ple, are usually coloured in this way, and 
they are necessarily applied to the mouth, 

The reports moreover present interesting 
statistical details on the geology and rustic 
architecture of several communes in this 
department. In these valuable researches are 
noticed, the state and progregs of agriculture, 
the nature of the crops, the nourishment of 
the inhabitants, the dangerous situation of 
many public cemeteries, the bad quality or 
scarcity of water in many places, the preva- 
lence of popular superstitions prejudicial 
to health, the encouragement of quacks and 
urine doctors, &c. Lastly, the reports con- 
tain memoirs on the state of vaccination, of 
epidemic diseases, and of meteorology, in 
numerous districts. 





vation of corn, were in the habit of mixing 
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One essay, however, deserves especial 
notice, namely, that by M, Olivaud de Sa- 
venay on the use of turf, or peat, as fuel. 
The remarkable point connected with this is, 
the immense quantity of sulphate of soda 
obtained from the turf ashes. Twenty 
barrels of these ashes yield by lixiviation, 
100 lbs. weight of the sulphate of soda. The 
residuum of the lixiviated mass is also used 
in the glass-houses. We wish our Irish 
friends would turn their attention to the 
subject, it might open another source of 
employment to the famished peasantry in 
the south-western counties. 





CRYSTALLISED IODURET OF LEAD. 


M. Caventovu, of Paris, has discovered 
the following simple method of obtaining 
this valuable medicine in a crystalline form. 
On adding any solution of lead to a solution 
of the hydriodate of potassa, a canary-colour- 
ed precipitate of a minutely crystalline tex- 
ture is thrown down. This precipitate has 
hitherto been considered as insoluble in 
water. M. Caventou has found that it is 
abundantly dissolved in hot water, and from 
this solution it crystallises on cooling in 
crystals of considerable size and of the ut- 
most beauty. We have, on repeating this 
process, been astonished at the singular 
splendour of the product thus obtained, It 
so strongly resembles highly-polished gold, 
that several persons have mistaken it for 
that metal. No satisfactory analysis has 
yet been made of the respective quantities 
of iodine and lead in this compound. By 
calculation, it is believed to be composed of 
iodine 100, lead. 85-5. M. Caventou’s im- 
provement is described in the Lancette 

ise. 

The chnical experiments now perform- 
ing by MM. Cottereau and Verdet de Lisle, 
at the Hopital de La Pitie, appear to indi- 
cate, that of all the preparations of iodine, 
thie possesses, in the highest degree, the 
property of resolving scrofulous and scir- 
rhous engorgements: at least this may be 
inferred from tle remarkable and rapid im- 
provement experienced by the patients in 
whom it has been tried, and who had all 
been previously using iodine and the hydrio- 
date of potassa, both internally and exter- 


nally, without success. M. Guernsent has! 


also found it of the most signal advantage in 
several cases at the Hopital des Enfans,— 
Journal Hebdomadaire. 


LODURET OF LEAD.—WOUND OF THE HUMERUS. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE UPPER PART OF THE 
HUMERUS BY 4 BULLBT— ARM PRE- 
SERVED. 

—— M..,a private in the 3rd regiment, re- 
ceived, during one of the battles of July, a 
gun-shot wound in the left arm. The ball, 
impelled from before backwards, had split 
to minute fragments the superior extremity 
of the humerus in the entire thickness of 
its cylinder. The artery and brachial nerves 
escaped injury. The chief surgeon deter- 
mined, nevertheless, on making an attempt 
to save the limb, and having divided the 
place of exit and entrance of the bullet to a 
sufficient extent, he extracted a large quan- 
tity of bony scales, equal to a loss of sub- 
stance of an inch and a half. Suitable 
dressings and bandages were then applied, 
moistened with camphorated vinegar, and a 
conical cushion placed in the axilla, so as to 
keep the arm at a considerable distance 
from the side. The forearm was also re- 
tained in a state of flexion bya sling. No 
accident occurred until the twenty-fifth day, 
about which time the itching round the 
wound was so intense, that the dressings 
were necessarily removed, and it was found 
to have been occasioned by a multitude of 
worms engendered on the edges, and at the 
bottom of the wound. In many analogous 
cases observed in Syria, M. Larrey had con- 
stantly found that the presence of worms is 
not only unattended by any injury to the 
wound, but that they are rather favourable 
to its cure, perhaps on account of the avidity 
with which they attack and eat putrescent 
matters, while thes seem to abstain from sub- 
stances endowed with life. Their increase 
is effectually prevented by the application 
of compresses steeped in:camphorated vine- 
gar, or any such antiseptic fluid. 

The dressing of the wound having been 
very carefully performed, was renewed but 
three times till the end of August, when 
the motions of the arm were free, the wounds 
healed, and the strength of the limb con- 
siderable. By the middle of October, the 
only inconvenience resulting from this large 
wound, was a shortening of the limb to the 
extent of an inch and some lines.—/M. Hip- 
polyte Larrey, in the Gazette Medicale.— 
( Hopital Gros Caillou.) 





TREATMENT OF POISONING BY ALCOHOL, OR 
EXCESSIVE INTOXICATION, 


—— Cuarces, wtat. 44, of sanguine tem- 
perament, and addicted to excess in spiri- 
tuous liquors, swallowed at a draught, on 
18th of February, four wine pints of spiri 
| (eau-de-vie) at 12°. He immediately fe 
senseless, and was carried to the Hotel-Di 
His face was purple; he was entirely inse 
sible ; his limbs flexible; respiration di 
j cult, loud, and stertorous ; his breath 
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and excessively offensive ; the abdomen was | teen leeches to the unus ; injection, &c., as 


tumid and resonant; the skin cold, pulse 
frequent, small, and compressible ; he had 
already vomited slightly. Frictions over 
the skin, sinapisms to the legs, a draught 
with iij3 of linden water, and xxx drops of 
liquid ammonia. 

Deglutition being at first exceedingly dif- 
ficult, he was made to respire the vapour 
of ammonia diluted with water. In two 
hours he was enabied to take the ammonia- 
cal draught, and soon after he regained bis 
senses and answered questions. The brain 
had thus recovered its functions but a short 
time when he was seized with vomiting, 
and discharged such horribly fetid matter 
that the whole ward was obliged to be fumi- 
gated with chlorine. He continued in a 
sickly condition, and much affected with 
violent headach, for about three weeks, 
during which time he was repeatedly leech- 
ed, and kept on Jow diet. On the 20th of 
March he was dismissed cured.—Lane, 
Frang. 

A short time since we noticed in Tus 
Lancet, the curious experiments performed 
on horses by M. Dupuy, of Alfort, in one 
of which, poisoning, by alcohol introduced 
into a vein, was quickly cured by the in- 
jection of a small quantity of carbonate of 
ammonia. The case just described is, pro- 
bably, of a similar character; but we are 
strongly inclined to question the propriety 
of neglecting to use the stomach-pump, 
which is perhaps better suited to this than 
to any other form of poisoning. 





COPPER COLIC. 


Martin, etat. 46, of good constitu- 
tion, was employed in working copper for 
the preceding six months, For three days 
he had been attacked by violent retchings 
and nausea, when he was admitted into the 
Hotel-Dieu, on the 26th of February. His 
countenance was then rather wild, conjunc- 
tiva injected ; he complained of headach, 
restricted to the orbits; his tongue was 
white in the middle, red at the edges; ab- 
domen tense, hot, and tender to the touch ; 
bitter taste in his mouth; violent intermittent 
colic ; diarrhcea ; tenesmus; skin hot and 
dry ; pulse frequent and weak ; he was also 
affected with slight cough and mucous ex- 
pectoration. Fifteen leeches to the epigas- 
trium, followed by an emollient cataplasm ; 
opiate injection ; low diet. 

28. Some relief; colic, nausea, and diar- 
rheea abated. 

March 1. Symptoms aggravated ; tongue 
brown and dry ; skin hot and parched ;_ab- 
domen excessively tender on pressure. Fif- 





before. 

2. Much improvement from the applica- 
tion of the Mochens tongue moist and white ; 
abdomen soft ; colic and pain relieved by 
the anodyne injection. Reported conva- 
lescent. 





CASES OF PUERPERAL PERITONITIS AND IN- 
FLAMMATION OF THE UTERINE VEINS, 
Treated at the Hotel Dieu. 


Case 1. Julie, et. 38, of weakened con- 
stitution and lymphatic temperament, mother 
of three children, who were born without 
accident, was safely delivered of a healthy 
well-formed infant, on the 2ist of January, 
after a naturel and easy labour of six hours’ 
duration. Two hours after she was brought 
to the Hotel-Dieu. 

22. Lochia scanty, lower abdomen pain- 
ful, pulse moderately slow, skin hot but 
moist. Cataplasm to the abdomen ; low diet ; 
diluents, &c. 

In the evening illness increased, abdomen 
tense, umbilicus prominent, great pain on 
pressure; lochia arrested; three stools ; 
tongue red, punctulated, rather dry; ardent 
thirst ; respirations short and frequent, but 
percussion and auscultation do not show any 
lesion of the respiratory apparatus; coun- 
tenance alters and indicates severe illness ; 
headach ; skin hot, but moist; pulse fre- 
quent, 140, small. At two p.u., the patient 
had a severe rigor. Fifty leeches prescribed, 
but she would not submit to their applica~ 
tion. 

23. Still worse; abdomen tense, me- 
teoric painful throughout, tongue 3 
countenance altered, eyes sunk and livid ; 
pulse small, and 150, Forty leeches to the 
external labia; bath ; poultice to the abdo- 
men, low diet. 

Evening. Sbhiverings have returned ; nau-~ 
sea, hiccup, vomiting, and diarrhea, Pa- 
tient considers herself better, but the abdo- 
men remains. meteoric though less tender ; 
the uterus is voluminous, and has contracted 
but little ; face hippocratic ; pupils scarcely 
moveable, dilated; respiration short, hur- 
ried, and extremely painful ; tongue dry; 
pulse frequent and small ; skin covered with 
a clammy sweat. 11. p.m.—death. 
Autopsy, thirty-seven hours after death, 
—Exterior: body well formed, limbs rigid, 
Abdomen: extravasation of sero-purulent 
fluid into the cavity of the peritoneum, 
which membrane was covered with exuda- 
tions of coagulated lymph, its surface red, 
subjacent vessels injected ; uterus exceed- 
ingly large; externally it presents a yellow 
colour, in consequence of the purulent in- 
jection of its vascular system, both the 
venous and lymphatic. On making incisions 
in every direction, at the sides, near the 











pape at the neck and in the middle 
this organ, pus was found in all the veins, 
especially in their smaller ramifications. 
The ovarian veins were equally filled with 
pus, and at an inch beyond the neck of the 
uterus, pus was found in the veins springing 
from the mucous membrane, which was 
much softened. ‘The placentary mark was 
nearly effaced, and the veins originating at 
this point contained ulated blood, but 
no pus; the tissue of the womb was soft 
and readily torn; the vagina was free from 
any organic alteration. ‘The vena cava con- 
tained fluid gramous blood, but no purulent 
matter, and its surface was pale; liver 
sound ; spleen dark-coloured, and morbidly 
soft, the stomach and alimentary canal, 
brain, and cerebral system, were free from 
disease. 


- Case 2. —— Louise, etat. 29, of lym- 
phatic temperament, and constitution im- 
paired by distress, bad been frequently 
affected with syphilitic diseases. She was 
admitted on the 20th of February, two days 
after the commencement of labour pains, 
which were completely unavailing till the 
11th of March, when she was delivered of a 
weakl — infant, covered with brown 

-coloured syphilitic 
resales The child died in a few + same 
after its expulsion; the placenta remained 
attached for twelve hours, when it was 
thought necessary to draw the cord firmly, 
and to separate a part of the placenta. ‘This 
operation was followed by marked relief, 
especially of the moral uneasiness manifest- 
ed by.the patient during the labour. 

12, Pyrexia; lochia scanty; abdomen 
soft; free from pain; skin moist and warm. 
Diluents, poultice to the abdomen, bath. 

Evening. Shivering followed by heat, and 
pain in the hypogastric region. Twenty 
beeches to the external labia; bath; poui- 
tice ; injection. 

13. Fever increased; pulse frequent, 
small, depressible; countenance indicative 
of severe illness and suffering ; tongue dry, 
brown; respiration anxious, costal; abdo- 
men tumid, tense, meteoric, painful below, 
and at the left side; nausea ; abundant de- 
jections. Fifteen leeches. Continue the 
rest. 

. Evening. Pain extended to the other re- 
gions of the abdomen, increased by the 
slightest pressure ; lochia serous and scanty. 

14. Much worse ; pulse exceedingly fre- 
quent, small, and compressible ; respiration 
painful. 

15. Death at noon. 


Autopsy fifty-four hours after death. 


Abdomen.—Extravasation ef sero-puru- 
lent fluid, mixed with albuminous flakes, 
into the peritoneal cavity; some recent 





PUERPERAL PERITONITIS AND 


intestinal adhesions. Uterus large ; its tis- 
sue flaccid and soft; cut into ifi various 
direetions, especially neat the broad liga- 
ments, it presents several vessels fall of pus. 
The iliec and hy trie veins, and the 
inferior cava, prism or healthy, and con- 
tained fluid, grumous blood. 

Other organs, cerebral, respira’ » and 
digestive, healthy, except a slight softening 
of the mucous membrane of the great end of 
the stomach. 





Case 5, —— Rosalie, wt. 28, of soft, 
lymphatic constitution, and whose health 
had previously been sufficiently good, was 
delivered on the 18th of March at the Hotel 
Dieu, after a labour rendered tedious by 
previous privations of every kind. The 
pulse during her accouchment was unusually 
small and frequent. 

19, Pulse still frequent; skin hot, but 
moist ; abdomen tense, free from pain ; lo- 
chia abundant. Diluents ; low diet. 

20. Slight irregular shivering ; abdomen 
swollen; diarrhea; nausea; respiration 
frequent and costal. General symptoms 
indicative of much uterine disturbance 
though the abdomen still remains soft and 
free pain. Emollient poultice to the 
abdomen ; baths; injections ; low diet. 

21. Breasts have not yet swollen ; abdo- 
men meteoric ; pulse of greater frequency, 
small and weak. The countenance changes; 
the eyes livid, sunk, and dim; res ion 
embarrassed; no distinct abdominal pain, 
except where it is sligh in the hy- 
pogastrium, and at the side; tongue 
white, moist; breath sour; lochia sero-san- 
guinolent ; stools numerous and liquid. 

22. Symptoms the same. 

23. Respiration very painful, short ; coun- 
tenance much altered ; colliquative diarrhea ; 
pulse frequent and very small ; tongue brown 
and dry; abdomen meteoric, though still 
free from pain. 

24. Skin covered with clammy moisture ; 
death at two p.m. 

Autopsy.—T he sac of the peritoneum con- 
tained a considerable quantity of sero-puru- 
lent fluid, mixed with albuminous flakes ; 
no adhesions; uterus swollen externally, 
scattered over with red injected patches ; 
its neck was of a violet tint; numerous veins 
filled with pus traversed its tissue, and the 
same appeurance existed on the sides of the 
organ near the broad ligaments. Some lym- 
phatic vessels filled with pus accompanied 
the ovarian veins. The internal surface of 
the uterus was covered with the remuins of 
the lochial secretion of a brownish, wine- 
lee-colour. ‘he venous sinuses correspond- 
ing to the insertion of the placenta were 
filled with clots of blood, but contained no 
pus. Theuterine tissue was healthy through: 
out. 
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INFLAMMATION OF THE UTERINE VEINS. 


The nervous, digestive, and ira 
systems, were free from disesse,” There 
was softening of the mucous membrane lin- 
ing the greater curvature of the stomach. 


Case 4. —— Louise, xt. 36, of lymphatic 
temperament, and constitution broken by 
ivations and misery experienced during 
er pregnancy, was delivered on the 20th of 
March at one p.m., afteran easy and natural 
labour of ten hours’ duration. 

21. Continues well; skin soft; pulse 
normal; tongue moist; belly soft and free 
from ; the uterus imperfectly con- 
tracte 

Evening. Six p.m. Intense rigour fol- 
lowed by great yeneral heat, and excessive 
abdominal pain; lochia natural ia quantity 
and appearance. 

22. Meraing. Face contracted ; tongue 

; respiration costal, frequent, and very 
painful ; belly tense, swollen, pained by the 
slightest pressure ; umbilicus so prominent, 
that it gives the abdomen a conical figure ; 
five liquid évacuations; pulse frequent, 
small, contracted; mamme flaccid ; lochia 
scanty. Venesection from the arm to two 
cupsfull ; thirty leeches to the belly; pout- 
tice, both morning and evening ; low diet. 

Evening. Much worse; orshopnes ; re- 
spiration short, costal; face much altered, 
pale, and hyppocratic ; tongue dry ; nausea; 
vomiting of a greenish bilious fluid; belly 
tense, swollen, pained by the least pressure ; 
continual p 3 pulse frequent, small, 
and very fait. (Diagnosis, peritonitis and 
inflammation of uterine veins, Prognosis, 
speedy death.) Emellient poultices to the 
belly; to drink = water gummed; an 
anodyne jalap ; a bath, 

23. Pitied complained of dreadful pain 
during thé night; vomiting and purging 
continue. 

In the morning. Skin cold; pulse com- 
pletely imperceptible; eyes dim; belly 
tense and swollen, but less painful, owing 
to the diminution of nervous sensation; 
respiration more embarrassed. Death at 
eleven a.m. 


Autopsy twenty-three hours after death.— 
Externally. Rigidity of the limbs. The 
abdomen retained its size; its parietes were 
flaccid and undulating. The cavity of the 
peritoneum was filled with a reddish liquid 
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sulting from the purulent injection of sub: 
jacent veins and lymphatic vessels. Two 
incisions made near the broad ligaments, 
exhibited severa] veins filled with pus. 
Similat incisions from below upwards, show- 
ed the uterine tissue about its neck of a 
yellow colour, and full of veinous vessels 
injected with pus. Above the neck the 
tissue of the uterus was apparently healthy. 
The vessels corresponding to the placentary 
mark were also healthy. The tissue of the 
uterus was of normal consistence, The os 
tince was injected with blood. The iliac 
and hypogastric veins, and the vena cava, 
contained no pus, The intestinal canal, 
the brain, and lungs, were free from dis- 
ease. 





Cast 5.—- * * * ewtat, 25, of _ 
phatic temperament and weak constitution, 
was delivered on the 9th of March at ten 
p.M., after a natural and easy labour. She 
continued in a very prosperous state till the 
14th, ‘The swelling of the breasts, the lo- 
chial secretion, the absence of abdominal 
pain, the tranquillity of the pulse, and nata- 
ral physiognomy, all combined to promise 
a favourable issue of the case, when, on the 
fifth day, after the patient had risen, a sud- 
den and violent rigour took place, com- 
pelling her to return to bed, Intense cu- 
ta heat ded, with violent head- 
ach,-and the other indications of fever. ~ 

In the evening. Pulse frequent, full, but 
very compressible ; abdomen slightly pain- 
ful and swollen; abundant dejections ; lo- 
chia scanty ; tongue dry and ardent thirst. 
Twenty leeches to the anus; a poultice to 
the abdomen; diluents; starch injection ; 
low diet. 

15. Same symptoms, 
the anus ; a bath, 

16. Face altered ; respiration embarrass- 
ed ; pulse more frequent, weak, compressi- 
ble; abdomen tumid, but free from pain. 
The patient complains of excessive pain in 
the knees, increased by pressure; skin hot 
and dry, and tongue parched; sleep dis- 
turbed by dreams. 

17. Worse in every respect; the eyes 
have become dim and livid ; the respiration 
costal, painful, and frequent; the voice is 
broken ; the belly free from pain, but con~ 
tinues tumid; the knees are still com- 
plained of, but they are free from redness 
or swelling ; the lochia are scanty; breasts 
entirely fallen, but partially contracted ; 





Fifteen leeches to 








mixéd with albuminous flakes, and purulent 
streaks to the amount of about a quart. ‘The 


diarrhea, nausea, and vomiting. Bath; 


surface of the peritoneum of a wine-lee red, | fomentations, 


from the injection of its subjacent vessels, 
The peritoneum was entirely covered with | 
a pellicle of coagulated lymph. ‘The uteras | 
was swollen, and bad not contracted; ex- | 
ternally of a deep-red tint, with yellowish 


18. Same symptoms, with the addition of 
dull sound on percussion at the inferior por- 
tion of the right lung, where pain is com- 
plained of. Bath; blister to the right side, 

Evening. Still worse, pulse frequent and 


Streaks at its sides and near the neck, re-| depressed; slight delirium ; difficult enun- 
\ 
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PERITONITIS.—TUMOUR OF THE BREAST, 


ciation ; my prostration ; retention of | quent, small, coutrected ; skim hot, T'hirty 
w 


urine, was drawn off by the catheter. 
19. Death at 4 a.m. 


Autopsy thirty hours after death. 
Se rulent extravasation into the ca- 
vity of the peritoneum, the surface of which 


is covered with a pseudo-membranous exu- 
dation, and the subjacent vessels injected. 
The cavity of the pelvis was filled with 
thick uniform pus. The uterus was large, 


its exterior surface red, and covered with = small, and compressible. 


a coat of pus. Before and behind were seen 
® great number of vessels injected with a 
white purulent fluid, which escaped when 
they were cut into. The same appearance 
was found near the broad ligaments, where 
the large venous sinuses were full of blood, 
but their internal surface was quite pale. 

The internal surface of the uterus con- 
tained some remnants of the liquids exhaled 
into this cavity after parturition, The vee- 
sels corresponding to the insertion of the 
Eee, were obliterated by large clots of 

+ ‘The mucousmembrane was strongly 
injected, especially at its inferior part, where 
it was of a brownish colour. 

The lungs were healthy, except the in- 
ferior lobe of the right side, which was en- 
gorged and hepatized. The nervous system 
was apparently free from disease. ‘The se- 
rous membrane lining the knee-joints, was 
of rather a deep-red colour. 


~——— apparatus free from any remark- 
able alteration; slight softening of the liver 


and spleen. 


Casz 5.—Josephine ———, wtat. 24, 
of sanguine temperament and robust con- 
stitution, was delivered on the 15th of 
March, after a natural labour of eight hours’ 
duration. She continued well during the 
first day. 

16, Feverishness; swelling of the breasts ; 
skin hot, but moist; pulse frequent, full ; 
belly free from pain ; lochia abundant ; low 
diet, and soothing drinks, 

17. Shiverings during the night; fever- 
ishness increased ; lower part of the belly 
has become very tender to the touch. Pulse 
140, full, skin bot and moist; face red and 
animated ; continual sighing. Breasts con- 
tinue turgid. Fifty leeches to the belly ; 
poultices, baths, and injections. 

18. Irregular shiverings ; continual coma ; 
belly generally painful ; respiration frequent, 
painful, Pulse frequent, full; skin hot and 
moist. Forty leeches; rest as before. She 
refuses to continue to suckle her child, 
Poultices to the swollen breasts. 

19. Abdominal pain increased; tongue 
dry ; nausea, vomiting ; copious diarrhea ; 
meteorismus. Forty ) ew a baths, &c. 

20, Same symptoms, face not altered ; 
belly stil: painful and meteoric; pulse fre- 





leeches, sy &e. 
21. Rather better; belly less 
countenance good ; tongue moist ; d 


nful ; 
hoa. 


2¢. Patient very fretful, and seeks im- 


proper food. Continue tices, &e. 


23. Exacerbation of symptoms; eyes 


sunk; tongue dry and brown; nausea ; belly 


tense and painful, lochia scanty; some 
liquid stools; respiration anxious, short, 


and entirely thoracic ; skin hot; pulse fre- 


Bath ; 
‘omentations ; starch injections ; diluents ; 
lyne julep. 
24, Coma almost permanent ; other symp- 
toms without change. 
25, Death at 10 a.m, 


Autopsy twenty-four hours after death, 


Abdomen.—Extravasation of sero-puru- 
lent fluid, unctuous to the touch, and mixed 
with albuminous flakes; recent intestinal 
adhesions. ‘The peritoneal coat of the in- 
testines is readily separated, and the mus- 
cular fibres are torn off with it when gently 
pulled, 

Uterus but slightly contracted ; surface 
whitish, and covered with falae membranes ; 
when cut into, numerous veins were found, 
filled with pus, especially at the superior 
angles, and near the broad ligaments. Neck 
of the uterus inflamed ; its tissue red, con- 
gested, and containing vessels filled with 


us, 
r The digestive tube filled with greenish 
bilious matters, in other respects merely 
healthy ; liver, lungs, and nervous system 
free from evident disease,—Lanc, Frang. 





ENCYSTED TUMOUR OF THE BREAST MIs- 
TAKEN FOR SCIRKHUE, 


It is now and then of use to point out 
diagnostic errors. A woman, wt, 40, of 
stout habit, bad for eight years a ebrunic 
indolent tumour in her breast, the swelling 
was hard and shining, but free from knots. 
M. Dupuytren declared it to be a scirrhous 
tumour, and on the 15th inst, the patient 
was brought by his orders into the operating 
theatre. The resident pupil had previously 
marked on her ticket, ‘ encysted tumour,’ 
but M, Dupuytren ans in his diagnosis 
even after repeoted examination, An in- 
cision, however, having been made through 
the integuments, to the surpriga of surgeon 
and assistant nothing was seen but a tre- 
mulous mass of sero-sanguinolent fluid, cou- 
stituting a multilocular eneysted swelling. 
M. Dupuytren behaved very coolly, laughed 
like his auditors, and then finished the in- 
tended operation by stuffing the first in- 
cision with charpie.— Lancette Frang. , 
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POISONING.—$WAR IN POLAND. 237 


POISONING BY THE SEBACIC ACID OF 
GOOBE GREASE. 

On the 2nd of April, 1829, Dr, Siedler 
was called on to attend M, M. H—— and 
their children. On his arrival he found the 
two brothers H——, one aged 31, the 
second 28 years, and the two children of 
the first, one a girl et. four, the other a boy 
wt, two and a half, all presenting the follow- 
ing symptoms :—Cold sweat, auxiety, ver- 
tigo, general paleness and prostration of 
strength, eyes sunken and pupils dilated, 
burning pain was felt in the lower part of 
the belly, increased by pressure; violent 
vomiting, succeeded by ardent thirst, for 
which the patients had drunk large quanti- 
ties of milk, which was thrown up without 
producing any effect; tongue dry ; involun- 
tary Ulkens of urine and feces. 

The eldest brother was insensible for six 
minutes, bis respiration was scarcely visible, 
his pulse imperceptible, and the heart's 
action exceedingly weak. ‘The second bro- 
ther hud vomited blood several times, but 
he experienced Jess abdominal pain than the 
others. In the little boy the globes of the 
eyes were turned upwards, the lips livid, 
and the pulse scarcely sensible, Lastly, the 
symptoms in the little girl were the mildest 
ofall, M. Siedler suspected at once that 
these accidents were occasioned by the use 
of a certain quantity of goose-grease which 
had been employed in the preparation of 
some meat of which the four patients had 
eaten shortly before the symptoms began. 
An emulsion containing hyoscyamus was 
prescribed, and on the 9th of April all bad 
recovered, 

The vomited matters were subjected to 
chemics! analysis, they were strongly acid 
but coniained no metallic poison; but the 
following facts induced Dr. Siedler to attri- 
bute the illness to the effects of sebacic acid. 
The lady of the house had made use of 
f008e-grease to dress some veal, and all the 
persons who partook of the dish fell quickly 
sick, the lady herself, who had barely tasted 
it, felt it so disagreeable that she took no 
more. None of the grease which was sus- 
pected to have caused the accident remained 
for examination, the pot which contained it 
having been entirely emptied and cleaned 
out, but on examining the same kind of 
rease contained in three other pots, it was 
ound to exhale a strong repulsive odour, 
and it reddened strongly blue paper tinged 
by tyrnsole, Three ounces of this grease 
Were given toa vigorous well-formed dog ; 
an hour after his extremities became vio- 
lently convulsed, he cried piteously, he re- 
fused to eat, his eyes were saree pupils 
dilated, skin cold, and arterial pulsations 
scarcely perceptible, In this state he con- 
tinued for thirty hours, after which he slow- 
ly recovered.— Hufeland’s Journal. 


SKETCH OF M. DIEFFENBACH, 


OF BERLIN; 
AND MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE PROM THE 


SCENE OF WAR IN POLAND. 


SKETCH OF M, DIEFVENBACH, OF BERLIN. 

Tux subjoined letters have been received 
in Paris from M.M. Leoaxcors and Brienne 
pr Borsmont, two young, but distinguish- 
ed, physicians, who eagerly embraced the 
proposals of the Polish committee in Paris, 
and repaired to Warsaw to the succour of 
the gallant victims of the Autocrat’s military 
savages. It pains us deeply to learn that the 
disease termed the cholera morbus, has 
shown itself amongst the heroic Poles, 
though we could hardly hope that, once im- 
ported into their country, it would long be 
confined to the ranks of those amongst whom 
it could be regarded as little else than a just 
visitation from Heaven. 


(From the Gazette Medicale.) 


M. Legallois, one of our colleagues, sent 
to Warsaw by the Polish committee, has 
addressed to us from Berlin the following 
letter, replete with amusing anecdotes of 
one of the most remarkable surgeons of the 
day :— 

** A promise ian debt, and I proceed to 
discharge it. 1 have arrived in Berlin, and 
write you forthwith. 1 have seen Germany 
and Dieffeubach, but, if you'll allow, I shall 
|say nothing of the country, but enough of 
|the surgeon, Then what is Dieffenbach? 
Why, neither more nor less than aman of 
genius; a soldier at first, then a divine, 
and finally a physician; he is now chief 
surgeon to Ia Charité, and holds the first 
rank among German practitioners. Imagine 
® man about thirty-five, and of middle 
height, full of fire and animation, polite in 
his address, benevolent in his mannera— 
and such is Dieffenbach. We have spent 
two delicious evenings with him, and 
while we sipped our tea, surrounded by the 
clouds of the hospitable calumet, he sought 
to initiate us into the mysteries of his prac- 
tice, which may be defined+ as practical 
physiology. Dieffenbach excels, especially 
in rhinoplastic performances, He showed 
us at La Charité, several noses of his ma- 
nufacture, and, on the faith of a Frenchman, 
I have seldom seen any so beautiful. Dieff- 
enbach matches all tastes and caprices, and 
whether you wish for an aquiline, a cocked, 
or a needle nose, he will serve you to any 
pattern, He commences his process by 





cutting away a liberal slip from the fore- 








head, and if this be too small, he snips from 
the scalp fearless of the future growth of 
hair in the middle of the pbysiognomy. 
Physiology first taught him what practice 
has since established,—that our tissues 
change their living actions when their rela- 
tions are altered ; and thus in every case in 
which he stpplied a nose from the scalp, 
he has found the bulbs of the hair to be- 
come atrophied, and the hair itself to fall 
off. At first he does not trouble himself 
about the shape of his noses; be makes 
two long and deep incisions, not on 8 level 
with the former alz nasi, but between the 
nose and the cheek, If any traces remain of 
the former nose, he husbands them care- 
fully, and uses them in his new construc- 
tion. He does not place the layer of skin 
in relief, as we do in France, but he lays it 
simply flat, and relies on the patural re- 
traction of the parts, and on the assistance of 
cicatrization (the effects of which he bas 
minutely calculated on) for the elevation and 
shaping of the organ. His septum is three 
times as large as the French, but when re- 
duced by suppuration and gangrene,* it is 
just comme il faut. He does not apply the” 
septum either to the upper lip, by a super- 
ficial paring, but he implants it deeply into 
the lip by an incision which penetrates 
through to the alveolary border, When the 
efforts of nature have ly elevated the 
nose, then Dieffenbach finishes the job, and 
communicates any desired form, by practis- 
ing small incisions with a cataract knife, 
wherever retraction is desirable, and thus a 
perfectly symmetrical pair of ale are ob- 
tained. ‘ature medicus minister is, in a 
word, his device, and in obeying its modest 
scegentens, he has attained a pitch of rhi- 
noplastic perfection infinitely beyond any- 
thing in Paris. His noses are neither pota- 
toes nor pumpkins, but noses as regular as 
if they had issued from the mistress hand of 
Nature herself. 

“ Dieffenbach has repeated the experi- 
ments on arterial torsion, aud approves of the 
proceeding highly. I mentioned to him Vel- 
peau’s views on the acupuncturation of ar- 
teries ; he considered them very ingenious, 
but as vascular aneurism is rather rare in 
Berlin, he will not probably have an oppor- 
tunity of trying the experiment. Vesical 
calculi are also infrequent, and, consequent- 
ly, both the section and lithotrity are very 
unusual. : 

« M. Dieffenbach brought us to La Charité, 
where we were surprised, especially at the 
extreme simplicity of the dressings. The 
diseased limbs are not laden with bandages 
and compresses as with us; a slip of lint 
retained in its place by a roller and diachy- 

* M. Legailois forgets to inform us how Dieflen- 


bach stops this gangrene if it be inclined to proceed 
a little too far for the elegance of the organ, 








M. DIEFFENBACH. 


lon, constitutes the ordinary apparatns. for 
wounds and ulcers. ‘The plan appears to us 
both useful to the patient and expeditious to 
the surgeon. 

* Fractured limbs are, in the second stage, 
shut up in plaster of Paris, allowed to set 
round them. At an earlier period he em- 
ploys with much success the hanging sbelf, 
or support, so much extolled by Cara Mayor 
and others, I shall say but one word about 
his surgical arsenal. Convinced that the 
essential part of a sharp instrument is, that 
it should cut properly, he has considerably 
curtailed the several other attributes of 
his set. His bistouries resemble little 
cataract knives; his amputating saw is no 
larger than the small saw of our dissectin 
cases. As to the rest of his materials, it 
would all fit in his pocket, as it is ssid of 
Berzelius, that his laboratory could be con- 
tained in a sugar bowl. 

* Atlen thall obstacles to our progress 
are removed (und it required to accomplish 
this, no less than the immense influence of 
Graefe, the Dupuytren of Germany), After 
five days’ marching and countermarching, 
we quit Berlin this evening at six o’clock, 
and we are off to Warsaw. We should cer- 
tainly have failed in our object, but for the 
strong recommendations we brought to per- 
sons of rank in this city. Adieu, &c, 

Evo. Lecattors,” 


On their arrival in Warsaw, M. LegaHois 
and de Boismont were received by the Po- 
lish government with the most marked dis- 
tinction, and on the morning after their 
arrival, were placed in one of the largest 
hospitals in the city. 


( Letter of the 13th April.) 


“The Polish army now occupies the 
posts abandoned by the Russians, It is 
certain the cholera morbus was amon 
them ; and it has shown itself also in the 
Polish ranks. It is at any rate positive, 
that the night before last, twelve men fell 
sick in the camp, and of this number five 
were dead before morning. I need not say, 
that should this disease increase, our place 
will be with the army and not here. At 
this moment the invitation arrives for me 
to repair to the hospitals—— ‘ 

“ The unhappy news is confirmed; not 
twelve, but twenty-seven have fallen ill, 
and not five, but nine have perished. 
am ordered to repair to head quarters, a 
M. de Boismont is in charge of the Russian 
prisoners in quarantine at Praga.” 

( Letter of the 17th April.) 
‘* Dr. Brierre has insisted on accompany- 


ing me. At four o’clock we arrived at head 
quarters, At eight p.m. we were introduced 
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to the generalissimo Skrysnecky, and bad 
confereace with him and with the head phy- 
sician of the Polish army. We have learned, 
that during the previous four days the army 
had lost upwards of fifty men, and that the 
patients were increasing hourly in numbers. 
A provisional hospital had been established 
at the convent of Menia, within a league of 
the army. We immediately repaired thi- 
ther, saw the patients, and learned from 
them the particulars of their torments, All 
to prove the nature of the disease. 
The same symptoms have also broken out 
among the Russian prisoners and their 
Polish sentinels at Praga. {t appears that 
this malady is not as contagious as it is ge- 
nerally believed to be. 1 have been awk- 
enough to cut myself four times on 
Wednesday, and once again this morning. 
L haye also respired the breath of the pa- 
tients, and nevertheless I am perfectly well. 
M. Brierre was ill all last night, but is up 
to-day ; I believe it was merely the effects 
of fatigue.” 


National Institute, May 2d. 

The secretary read a long letter from M. 
Lassis, who contends that the Polish dis- 
ease is dysentery, not cholera morbus. The 
arguments advanced were so perfectly un- 
tenable and absurd, that the assembly mani- 
fested much impatience during the reading 
of the communication.— Lanc. Frang. 





MEDICAL EDUCATION AND 
GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND. 


MR- CARMICHAEL AND AR, J. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Sin,—It was the statement of facts, num- 
bers, and calculations, of the comparative 
expenses of the indentured and non-inden- 
tured pupil, contained in Ar. J.’s third let- 
ter, inserted in your 392nd Number, which 
induced me, as the friend of truth and jus- 
tice, to reply to your correspondent’s asser- 
tions ; for Mr, Carmichael’s character stands 
too high, and is too well known, to suffer 
the slightest tinge from the avgry and male- 
volent assertions of such an opponent, whose 
character, it must also be acknowledged, is 
equally well known, and is appreciated as it 
eserves. Near the commencement of this 
letter we find the following assertion :— 
“Te will scarcely be credited, that the ar- 
ticle in which this letter appears, and which 
teems with such extraordinary praises of 
the * landable exertions,’ ‘ liberality,’ * pun- 
gent reasonings,’ ‘ dignity,’ ‘ Berlin cele- 
brity,’ and so forth, of the writer, was 
actually composed by the party himself, 
or immediately under liis eye. I state 
this advisedly, inasmuch as a copy of this 


celebrated letter could not haye been ob- 
tained from any other source, I may also 
be allowed to quote the following 

from the same article—* Why does Dred. 
wince at the thought of the publicity of 
Mr. C.’s letter? He can reply to confute 
its calumnies publicly, and I predict he will 
not.” Well, fio replied to gonfute those 
calumnies publicly, and how have I been 
met? By hired abuse, and abortive at- 
tempts to stifle me and the discussion to- 
gether, beneath a dungbill of scurrility.” 
This, like all the other assertions of the 
honourable gendeman, is so easily refuted, 
that we are astonished at the temerit 
which could induce him to expose suc 
total disregard for truth. The letter in 
question was read publicly in the college 
by Mr. Johnston ; it lay on the table durin 
the meeting, and it was afterwards place 
in the letter-book of the college, where it 
has since lain open to the inspection of 
every member. With respect to the latter 
part of this passage, 1 have only to observe, 
that if Ar. fi has not already heartily re- 
pented that he did not follow my prudent, 
and to him friendly, hint to beware, I am 
certain he will before he comes to the con- 
clusion of my replies,—already thrice too 
long for so unworthy a subject. As to 
** hired abuse and abortive attempts to 
stifle him under a dunghill of scurrility,” he 
must greatly overrate his consequence, if 
he thinks Mr, C, would incur the expense 
of hiring and paying such able writers as 
have mispent their time in noticing this 
individual's ‘‘ elegant epistles.” Does he 
imagine for a moment that any one will 
believe that the eloquent and pungent 
writer in another periodical has been bribed 
by Mr. C., not to advocate his cause, 
for he scarcely refers to him, bat to depre- 
cate, in the strongest terms, the apprentice- 
ship system of education; or is it likely 
that the pure sentiments and unanswerable 
arguments contained in the paper of Aliquis, 
inserted in No. 393 of Tue Lancet, could be 
purchased for *‘ filthy lucre?’’ Or does he 
think that the “damning fact” (one of a 
multitude, evincing to what tyrannical pur- 
pore the by-laws respecting pupils in the 
rish college can be perverted) contained 
in the communication of Nemo, and which 
immediately, like an ill-omened bird, pre- 
cedes the letter of Ar. J., which we are 
now considering, wes got up*by Mr, C., fer 
the purpose of ** stifling” this worthy puh- 
lic Kadticnery * under a dunghill of scur- 
rility.” The pure gentle stream of some 
ou brook, flowing softly over the peb- 
bles, like my courteous and mellifiluous ob- 
servations over the rough asperities of the 
angry professor’s epistles, would be more 
likely to ‘* stifle” the offspring of corrup- 





tion than ‘ a dunghill of scurrility.” No 
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one would ever dream of destroying a worm, 
a bot, or a maggot, by covering them with 
the filthy elements in which they naturally 
wallow, and in which they delight to find 
shelter and support. The assertion then 
about “ hired abuse,” like every other 
made by this unhappy individual, is what 
NO person cafi credit fora moment. He has 
nobody to thank but himself for nis present 
fallen state, for he has fanned a small spark 
of honest resentment, produced by his es- 
pousing the cause of trickery and injustice, 
into the full flame of popular indignation, 
by such auxiliaries as low ribaldry and swag- 
gerieg impudence. 

His epistle next engages in a long tirade 
to show the fairness and liberality of the 
College towards non-spprenticed pupils, 
which concludes with this question—-“ Is 
the Irish College so silly as to drive the 
pupils of this country to take shelter in 
other colleges, and thus convert friends and 
adherents into enemies and rivals?” I 
answer yes, it has the silliness to do so, and 
in proof I appeal to the leading members of 
the body, the surgeons of hospitals in Dub- 
lin, and also to those who are most benefited 
by the injustice of this folly, the Court of 

ixaminers of the College of Surgeons in 
London,’ Will not the former candidly 
avow, that they have signed the same pro- 
portion of certificates for pupils in attend- 
ance upon their respective hospitals, who 
go from them to London for the avowed 
purpose of passing their examinations there, 
as they did before the new charter was 
granted to the Irish College, which first 
removed the absolute necessity of appren- 
ticeship, the only bar it was thought which 
eg them from appearing before the 
rish College? And I will ask the latter, 
the Examiners of the London College, does 
not the same proportion of candidates from 
Ireland appear before them now as before 
this charter was granted? Why do not 
Scotch pupils go to London to pass their 
examination? Because Scotchmen are too 
wise, putting honesty out of the question, 
to drive their countrymen from home, where 
their money can be as well spent as in 
London, and where their pupils are better 
pleased to undergo the necessary ordeal 
than to be forced, at a considerable expense, 
to leave their own country, and to appear 
before examiners unacquainted with their 
previous characters and qualifications. Fur- 
ther on, Mr. C. is accused of not giving 
his “‘ cordial assistance” to the passing of 
the new charter, and of having attempted 
to embarrass it by prophetic expressions of 
doubts of its results. Mr. C., it must be 
admitted, did not appear to give his cordial 
assistance, but this is readily accounted for, 
as he stated at the college meetings that 
he disapproved highly of that provision in 








it which permitted a continuance of the 
apprenticeship system, even although it 
should he optional, as it would lead to every 
kind of paltry mancuvre to force pupils 
into this mode of education ; but he could 
not have contemplated the desperate mea- 
sure, in defiance of public opinion, of ac- 
tually forcing them to become so by enact- 
ments, of which it is enough to say, that 
they seem to claim: their present doughty 
champion for their father. 

In the next page, Mr. C.’s introductory 
lecture is termed an ‘‘ annual prologue to 
an unacted drama.” This last piece of effron- 
tery is intended, Mr. Editor, for the readers 
on your side of the water; fot every one 
here knows that the drama at the theatre in 
Brunswick Street is right-well supported, 
and that the dramatis persone are as per- 
fect in their respective parts as those in 
any other, at least in this great — Ar. J. 
may, however, think there is one deficiency, 
as there is no clown or buffoon to be laughed 
at, such as is heartily enjoyed by the young 
people who frequent the theatre royal. Our 
ingenious professor (if there be not two in- 
dividuals who sign Ar. J.) delights in fic- 
tions, and when his tongue and pen are 
tired of the works, he can even frame them 
with his scalpel. ‘Think you, Mr. Editor, 
that his grand discovery of a new coat to 
the eye should turn out, after the fuss of 
a quarto-sized work and prodigious en- 
gravings, to be only a little cellular mem- 
brane connecting the retina to the choroid 
coat. On this subject we were much amused 
by the recital of a conversation a friend had 
with the late Professor Soemmering, at 
Frankfort, a little before the death of that 
celebrated man, The professor was dis- 
playing his beautiful series of preparations 
of the eye. ‘ Will you have the kindness, 
Sir,” said my friend, “to show me the 
membrana jacobiana.” ‘* Membrana what! 
Sir?” said the professor sharply. ‘* Afem- 
brana jacobiana,” said my friend, drawing 
himself up with the conscious pride of liv- 
ing in the same city with a man capable of 
making so nd a discovery. “It is a 
coat of the eye lately discovered by Profes- 
sor Jacob, of Dublin.” ‘‘ Poh! pob! Sir, 
nonsense,” interjected the impatient Soem- 
mering, “ your membrana jacobiana is no- 
thing more than a little cellular membrane.” 
Abasbed at having his countryman so light- 
ly treated, my friend resolved never to say 
a word about the “ membrana jacobiana”’ as 
long as he lived, except in the city of Dub- 
lin. Ar. J. will, Iam sure, pardon me for 
thus digressing to relate a little anecdote 
that must be mightily interesting to him- 
self, and of the truth of which we are our- 
selves entirely convinced, knowing the strict 
veracity which characterises the gentleman 
who took part in the conversation. 











SEeacorr se srewee 





the 
» it 


ipils 


ould 


F ac- 
pact- 


ghty 


se to 


ders 
one 
re in 
rted, 
per- 
se in 
ir. J. 
mey, 


oO in- 








DUBLIN MEDICAL 


We now, however, come to consider the 
most triomphant portion of Ar. J.’s com- 
munication, a precise calculation of the ex- 
penses of the indentured and non-inden- 
tured pupil, in order to evince that the 
legislators of the College of Surgeons were 
most fair and upright in their vocation. But 
in order that your correspondent shall not 
have occasion to complain of any unfairness 
on my part in considering this subject, it 
will be necessary to encumber your pages 
again with the following quotation from his 
letter :— 

“The charge against the College is two- 
fold ; that, leaning to the apprentice, they 
have made bis education less expensive and 
less laborious than that of the non-registered 
pupil. 
am now to prove, I will, for example, con- 
trast the expense incurred by an apprentice 
of the seven-thousand-five-bundred. guinea- 
*prentice -abhorring - introductory - lecturer, 
with that incurred by a non-apprenticed pu- 
pil. The former pays in fees to his master 
150 guineas, to the college 49; he pays 
nothing for his hospital attendance, bis 
master being a hospital surgeon. I am ata 
loss to assign the expense of his dissections, 
and anatomical and surgical lectures, he 
being quartered on a neighbouring private 
school at a moderate rate, in consequence of 
certain weighty considerations ; it may, per- 
haps, amount to about 20 guineas; he pays 
about 12 guineas for his other lectures, all 
which being added together, amounts tou 
sum of 233/. 12s. But an apprentice may 
be educated for a smaller sum than this. If, 
for instance, he be bound to a gentleman 
who engages to defray the expenses of his 
education in those branches in which he, the 
master, cannot afford him the requisite in- 
struction ; he pays 150 guineas fees, and 40 
to the College, in all 199/.10s. Two hun- 
dred pounds may, therefore, be considered 
the lowest expense of an apprentice’s edu- 
cation, ‘he expenses of the non-registered 
pupil must vary, because the fees paid for 
instruction are greater in some establish- 
ments than others. The following may be 
considered-a high average. He pays sixty 
guineas to the College, fifty for hospital at- 
tendance, eighteen for dissections, twenty- 
four for the different courses of lectures re- 
quired, twelve in all, at two guineas each, 
total 15¢/. (Guineas, Arthur, guineas.) 
So much, then, for that part of the 
charge; so much for the imputation that 
the College has heaped unreasonable ex- 
penses on the non-apprenticed pupil, to 
deter him from adopting auy other mode of 
education than that by apprenticeship. If 
these figures be correct (and correct I vouch 
them to be), the apprentice is the person 
who has the most reason to complain of the 
unequal allotment of expense; his educa- 
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The falsehood of these charges | 
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tion costs him at Jeast 481. (this sum ought 
to be 40/. 8s.) more than it costs the non- 
apprenticed pupil.” 

Now, Sir, this statement is so nearly 
true, that I shall take no exception against 
any part of it. It is the truth, and nothing 
but the truth, but it is not the whole truth. 
In a court of justice it would be a perjury. 
It is an iniquitous and prevaricating sup- 
pression of the truth, designed to blind the 
public, the great body of the members of 
the Irish College of Surgeons, and the ap- 
prentices, respecting the true nature of the 
sordid, selfish, and unprincipled system, 
under which a handful of the members are 
enabled to prey upon the parents of such 
young men as enter the surgical profession 
through the Irish College. If a gentleman 
called on Ar. J., with the intention of bind- 
ing his son to him, is this the statement he 
would make? No. On the contrary, if 
the gentleman in question produced the 
paragraph I have quoted, Ar. J. would ad- 
dress him to the following effect:—* My 
dear Sir, that statement must be received— 
‘ cum grano salis.’ I have just discovered 
a very important omission in it. It is quite 
true, that if you bind your son to Mr. C., 
his education will cost you 2351. 12s., if to 
me 200/., and if you do not bind him at all, 
1591. 12s.; but in either of the former 
cases your son may be a licentiate in five 
years, in the last he will not be admitted to 
examination for six, and his maintenance 
during that additional year (which will cost 
you 100/, at least) is clearly an item in the 
estimate of what it will cost you to make 
him a surgeon without binding him, and 
which you may avoid by binding him. The 
plain and full state of the case, therefore, is 
this:—If you don’t apprentice your son, 
his expenses will be— 

Maintenance for six years .. £600 0 

Expenses of education ...... 159 12 





£759 12 
If you bind him to me, the Professor, 
Maintenance for five years......£500 
Expenses of education ........ 


The total will be only... .£700 


“Shall I draw out his indenture?” Itis no 
answer to this statement, to say that there 
are idle apprentices who do mot profit by 
the privileges so disinterestedly reserved 
for them. A few knaves have contrived 
that a man may save 59/. 12s. in money, 
and a year in time, by giving one of those 
knaves 150 guineas, and the parent knows 
that it is always in his own power to insist 
on his son’s offering himself for examina- 
tion at the expiration of his apprenticeship. 
No one has ever pretended that five years 
is too short a space of time for a youth of 
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the most moderate ity to prepare him-| and guch alecture. This gains wind where 
self ag a candidate for letters testimonial, | it was intended it should, and thus @ great 
Before I have done I have some questions wr trust is shamefully pandered to col- 
to ask your correspondent, as the organ of | lect fish for the hooks of this uuprineipled 
the College. What is the reason that the angler. Ina the Court of Examiners of the 
non-apprentice is obliged to pay a fee to | Irish College, it, has been till this winter 
the College of sixty guineas, while the ap- invariably the usage for the three senior 
prentice pays but thirty? 1s it that for his | members to examine in surgery, and the 
own benefit, as well as that of the public, three junior in anatomy. At present one 
he should pay double for a doubly severe|of the seniors, in defiance of this law of 
examination ; or is not this double fee to act | usage, examines in anatomy, his place in 
as a make-weight against the opposite fees, | surgery being supplied by one of the juniors 
which, together with the additional year’s | who is disposed to be accommodating. Now 
study and necessary expenses thereby en-| by the most accidental but unhappy coinci- 
tailed, causes the scale containing the non-|deace, the senior in question is a lecturer 
ps or a pupils’ expenses to sink with a/on anatomy, and the junior a lecturer on 
ided momentum? Five years- it seems| surgery, aud the motive-mongers amongst 
are deemed sufficient for an apprentice,|the students scruple not to assign as the 
while six are required for a nov-appren- | cause of the anomaly, an amiable desire on 
ticed pupil. Pray, Mr. Professor, have you| the part of these gentlemen to induce or ob- 
made another grand discovery, that inden-| lige the students to attend what these ex- 
tures increase, by one-sixth, the anterior|aminers have always considered the best 
lobes of the brain, in which we are told by | lectures on anatomy and surgery delivered 
Gall aud Spurzheim the reflecting and rea-| in Dablin, viz. their own. Though this ex- 
soning faculties reside ? One question more. | placation is notoriously current among the 
Did it ever strike cunning little Isaac and | students, and though the practice was lately 
his junto, that in framing those laws they | alluded to in terms of severe censure ata 
would not only almost annul that provisiou | meeting of the College, it is still continued. 
of the new charter, which admits to an ex-| Whether the explanation be true or false, 
amination those eandidates who have not | the continuance of the practice is.calculated 
served an apprenticeship, but that in omit-| to bring disgrace upon the College. There 
ting to state precisely the qualifications re- | is scarcely any system of checks sufficiently 
quired for apprentices, they might keep in| powerful to prevent the baneful effects of 
complete trammels (laying once got into| selfishness and corruption. The publicity 
power) their brethren of the profession, by | of an examination, where the examiner is 
refusing to examine, under the right of|4s much the subject of observation as the 
their. discretionary powers, or judge-law, | examined, is the best which we have to pre+ 
the apprentices of such members as happen | vent unfairness to medical or surgical candi+ 
not to be favourites with the reigning| dates, Lhe multitude of certificates: now 
junto? Where judges have discretionary | required from pupils, of attendance upon 
. powers, plausible pleas for acts of injustice | lectures and hospitols, is so great as to bes 
are never wanting. I must refer aguin for|come a busivess of routine, in which more 
illustration to that ill-omened bird Memo,| anxiety is felt by the pupil to obtain the 
who most wickedly has ushered in Ar, J.’s | requisite number of certificates, than the in- 
third letter, as if to prepare the reader for | formation which they are intended to indi+ 
all the trickery and prevarication it con-|cate, Far better would it be, perhaps, to 
tained, Another question more, and I have | adopt the system proposed by the new Lon- 
done. What becomes now of your vaunt,| von CoLiece or Mepicine, and let compe+ 
Monsieur le Professeur, that you could re- tence to practice be ascertained alone by a 
ply to what you are courteously pleased ‘to, public examination, in which the candi+ 
term * the calumnics” contained in Mr. | date’s knowledge of anatomy and operative 
Carmichael’s letter? You have replied,| surgery might at once be discovered by 
but in such a manner, and with so many | placing a dead body before him. If arrange- 
mistatements, as to overwhelm yourselt,| ments could be made (and 1 do not see why 
and the cause you have so injudiciously ad- | they could aot) to bave the second day's 
vocated, with ineffable disgrace. ~ | exsmination, when the practice of physic or 
It is almost impossible to check the tend-| surgery is the subject, conducted in the 
ency tv eorruption iu colleges and corpo- | theatre of au hospital, where the candidate 
tations, Many anecdotes have been de-, might be brought to the bedside of such 
tailed to me of an examiner who happens to | patients as might be selected by g deputation 
be a teacher, making it a habit to examine of his examiners, aud where, im their pre- 
candidates on the subject of his lecture of| sence, he shall be required to examine the 
the preceding day or two, and if the candi-| cases submitted to his inspection, The 
date was rejected, remarking to the pupils | questions be puts to these patienta, his very 
what a pity it was he did not attend such | mode of examining them, and the epinion be 
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mey form on the moment, will prove, more 
effectually in five minutes then the usual 
mode in an hour, whether the candidate has 
a practical knowledge of his profession. 
The examination may afterwards he con- 
ducted in the theatre of the hospital, until 
the examiners are satisfied of the compe- 
tence or incompetence of the candidate, and 
this mode would, I have not a doubt, be 
far better than a complicated system of cer- 
tificates. For it is of ne concern whatsoever 
to the public, how or where a medical map 
acquires his knowledge, so as that it bas 
been acquired. Certificates may be pro- 
duced, if cendidates wish to show how or 
where they have passed their time, and the 
opportunities they have had of acquiring 
medieal and surgical knowledge, together 
with the different branches of collateral 
sciences. But they should not be deemed 
indispensable. 

Bat to return to Ar. J.’s lucubrations. 
After a vast deal coptained in pages 748 
and 749, of what is expressively termed rig- 
marole and balderdash, which not even the 
writer himself believes, in order to show 
the rior advantages that the mode of 
education by apprenticeship affords, the lit- 
tle Bantam perches himself on the top of 
the College of Surgeons (to say a dunghill 
cock on his own dunghill might appear like 
a reflection), claps bis wings, and crows out 
with all his might—* 1 have shown Mr. 
Richard Carmichael that 1 could reply to 
confute the calumnies contained in his va- 
pouring letter; I accepted his challenge, but 
be bas fled like a craven from the field.” 

Now, in answer to this gallant effusion, 
I shall, in the first place, ask this in- 
domitable hero what is the challenge which 
the gentleman, whose name he mentions 
with so little ceremony, gave him? Mr. 
Carmichael wrote a letter to the College of 
Surgeons, hut he never wrote one to Ar. J, 
unless, indeed, Ar. J. considers himself to 
be, in proprid persond, the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland. I, “ A. B.,” not Mr. 
Carmichael, wrote the observations which 
accompanied it, as inserted in your 377th 
Number. Mr. Carmichael bas not fled from 
the field, but he has declined. to enter it 
with Ar, J, He is not a man to refuse the 
challenge of ‘* a foeman worthy of his 
steel,” but ifhe had forgotten his dignity so 
far as to condescend to break a paper spear 
with Ar. J., before transfixing him, he might 
well have addressed the witnesses of the 
vuequal combat in the words of the proud 
Greek— 

“ Iste tulit pretiam jam nunc certaminis hujus ; 

Quo cum victus erit, mecum certasse feretar.” 

Now if he means that J heve fled like a 
craven from the field, 1 should imagine by 
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particular, and that I purposely waited a 
sufficient length of time allow this tight 
little skipper of the College to pump up all 
his bilge-water, which hes nearly stifled 
every one hy its offensiveness as well as 
abundance—or, to use another metaphor, 
that I waited sufficient time to allow a rogue’ 
rtunity to spin a necklace for his own 
throat. For it is not what J have said, but 
what he has said of himself and of his rot- 
ten cause, that will overwhelm both with. 
disgrace. Instead of being a craven, I fancy, 
his friends and college coadjutors—those 
whose support he has purchased he knows 
how, will acknowledge that instead of a pus 
sillanimous craven, | am a ruthless hawk, 
able and willing, as 1 have done, to scatter 
this jackdaw's plumage aud disjecta mem- 
bra to the winds.. But now, alas! thet he: 
ig reduced to this deplorable condition, let 
us charitably hope that in future his per- 
turbed spirit ‘* requiescat in pace.” LR 
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—_— 

Aas! the poor old medical corporations,’ 
how they tremble! They are’shaken to the 
centre ; the walls crumble, the pillars tot- 
ter, and the ground upon which they have 
remained fixed during so many centuries, 
threatens to sink, to open, and to engulf 
them in one terrible rain, 

The causes which threaten this eatastro- 
phe are not of recent origin; they have 
long been silently -in operation, and the 
most influential have not remained anno- 
ticed by those individuals who have directed 
a watchful eye to the phenomena which, 
daring some years past, bave so violently 
agitated the medical world ; but as the thief, 
by escaping detection during an extended 
career of crime, becomes so -hardened it’ 
the commission of his unprincipled excesses; 
that he is emboldened to undertake new 
and still more dangerous enterprises, in’ 
the conviction that he shall again and again 
be shielded from exposure, so itis with the 
plunderers in our medical corporations ; they 
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infamous practices; they have robbed the 
unwary, and deceived the public with im- 
punity during so many generations, that at 
last, lulled into apathy by the confidence 
of fancied security, and rendered sluggish 
and inactive by the luxuries of wealth, they 
have never even dreamed of dangers which 
had been apparent to thousands who have 
not been subjected to the influence of the 
same noxious and enervating causes. Like 
listless, half-intoxicated mariners, the con- 
ductors of the medical corporations have 
been the last to perceive the perils to which 
they are exposed. Now that they hear the 
distant thunder of the storm which has been 
gathering, stung, by remorse and treachery, 
they find neither consolation nor hope from 
the willing slaves of their former undis- 
turbed authority. 

Having had no adherents, except creatures 
who were bound to them by the expecta- 
tion of unjust gain, the first indications of 
feebleness have deprived them of the whole 
of their supporters. When a man rushes 
into a falling ruin to commit a theft, the 
temptation must indeed be strong. Where 
aie now the advocates of the medical col- 
leges ? Whereare now the crafty, sycophan- 
tic toad-eaters of those abandoned and profli- 
gate institutions? They have shrunk into 
holes and corners, to lament in silence over 
the extent of their misfortunes and the an- 
nihilation of their hopes. 

The members of the medical profession 
cannot do otherwise than look back with 
painful regret upon their quiet submission 
during so many years, under the iron rods 
of incompetent rulers; especially when 
they now know, that a single effort might 
at any time have thrown off the yoke of 
their debasement. Had the profession been 
@ united body—had it existed under equal 
and judicious laws—bed there been only 
one corporation, that one could not have 
exercised .such an extent of pernicious 
power, as has now been exercised by each 
of the existing corporations, If there had 
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been but one governing body, defects in the 
administration of medical law would have 
been traced to their proper source ; but as 
there have been several institutions exer- 
cising control over the profession, the 
minds of medical men have been at issue 
concerning the causes of their grievances, 
and thus weakened by division, torn to 
pieces by dissension, the members of the 
great body generally have fallen an easy 
prey to the evil designs of despotic cor- 
ruptionists. Physicians, surgeons, and apo- 
thecaries, in fact, wage a destructive wor 
amongst themselves to the advantage of the 
monopolists, Thus we see that the Col- 
lege of Physicians has endeavoured to draw 
a wide distinction between its own mem- 
bers and those of the College of Surgeons ; 
and, on the other hand, the College of Sur- 
geons has excluded from the seats of honour 
and emolument those of its own members 
who may step over the line which it has 
drawn as the limit beyond which the sur- 
geon must not proceed. Thus the Fellows 
of the College of Physicians, in order to 
separate themselves from surgeons, stigma- 
tise the practice of surgery in their by-laws, 
and the Council of the College of Surgeons, 
in order to stigmatise the practice of medi- 
cine, exclude from seats in the Council 
those members of their own College who 
dispense their own prescriptions ; and the 
Apothecaries’ Company have endeavoured 
to found a mongrel sect partaking of the 
qualities of both the other corporations, but 
identified with neither. Here we have con- 
tentions, differences, and jarring interests, 
out of number; and while the physicians, 
surgeons, and apothecaries, have been in- 
stigated to quarrel among themselves by 
presumed trespasses into each other’s pro- 
vinces, the monopolists of their respective 
corporations have exulted at the continu- 
ance of the disorder which has rendered 
them strong by making their enemies weak, 
and thus they have been enabled to sup- 
port their system of plunder, intrigue, and 
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favouritism, and to oppress, by all the horrid 
machinery at their command, the noble 
energies of aspiring genius. 

Under such circumstances, can it excite 
astonishment in the mind of any one that 
the project for founding the Lonvon Cot- 
Lece or Meptcive was hailed with unquali- 
fied delight, and that the institution itself 
has already obtained the support of gentle- 
men in every walk of the profession, and 
residing in all parts ofthe kingdom? Medi- 
cal men are flocking to it, as to a beacen of 
hope. In the honourable and liberal prin- 
ciples of this Institution they discover the 
meuns for securing their own | and 
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before an opportunity has offered for engag- 
ing temporary chambers for the transaction 
of the preliminary business of the Institu- 
tion, Such conduct testifies not leas strongly 
to the excellence of their judgment, than 
to the purity of their motives, and the 
generosity of their hearts. Ardently de- 
voted to the cultivation .of the highest 
branch of human knowledge, they nobly 
come forward to render perfect the most 
essential of the instruments for its at- 
tainment, aud daily witnessing the bitter 
anguish which has been entailed on num- 
berless members of the profession, by the 





interests, and for protecting the public 
against audacious and unqualified pretend- 
ers. Here there will be no secret elections, 
—no cold-heartedness to those young men 
who, by perseverance and industry, may dis- 
tioguish themselves in the paths of medical 
investigation ;—here the whole of the Fel- 
lows will be possessed of equal privileges, 
and be recognised by the same honourable 
title. The candidates for examination will not 
be required to produce ‘ proofs” of having 
been robbed by unprincipled adventurers, 
whilst pursuing their studies, but knowledge, 
from whatever quarter derived, or by whom- 
soever possessed, will be fully and imme- 
diately recognised and cherished. Besides, 
the principles of government being diffused 
over the broadest basis, that is, the right 
of electing the officers being extended to 
the’ whole body of Fellows, faction and pri- 
vate interest can exercise no injurious sway, 
and the whole of the proceedings must ever 
be conducted in such a manner as to en- 
hance the honour of the profession, and the 
welfare of the public. 

The success of this great national institu- 
tion is ne longer problematical; the 1n- 
scriptions already upon the books are de- 
cisive of its brilliant and splendid career. 
Practitioners of learning, talent, and fortune, 
have hurried forward to announce them- 
selves as candidates for the diploma, even 


feeling monopolizers of our corporations, 
they hasten to extend the hand of charity to 
the distressed widow, and the unprotected 
orphan. 
If there be any empty-headed eavillers 
who object to the principles upon which 
the Lonpon Cottece or Mepicine has 
been founded, let them point to any medical 
institution in the known world possessing an 
equally comprehensive and just scheme of 
government. Let them give even the sem- 
blance of reason to their complaints by nam- 
ing ‘any college which secures a twentieth 
part of its advantages. In truth, the schema 
is too comprehensive to be embraced by 
their cramped and sophisticated minds— 
men who have been so corrupted by the 
base examples of their masters, that their 
notions of the perfections of an institution 
are in exact proportion to its facilities for 
plunder. Let them answer this one ques- 
tion,— What benefits have the existing cor- 
porations conferred either upon the profes~- 
sion or on the public? ‘* Not one,” must 
be the reply. 
Is it not natural, therefore, that medical 
practitioners should step forward in support 
of a College in which the wwoLe PROFESSION 
will be recognised as one body, enjoying 
equal rights and privileges—in which talent 
will be honoured, and industry rewarded, 
and where distinctions in rank can only 
co-exist with distinctions in merit? 











- Agsin’s Teit extraordinary that the dene- | 
wolent and afftuent should signalize them- 
selves by seizing upon the first suggestion 
for protecting the wives and children of their 
Wrethren, and pérchante their own, from the 
Horrors anf deptivations of penury and 
want? 

Hired tevilets and common assassins of 
Ghatacter, may really consider such occur- 
réntes a8 anomalods and contradictory to 
thé natural impulses of humah nature ; but 
mien of understanding and correct feeling 
ate not to be deteived by their malicious 
ahd detestable misrepresentations. The 
Gollege was not commenced until after the 
thost mature deliberation—not until after 
the watits of the profession and of the public 
had been fully investigated. There was 
nothing speculative in the undertaking ; and 
the great sujipért which it has already expe- 
rienced is only surprising to those gentle- 
men whd have hot taken the pains to ex- 
amine the character of those circumstances, 
atid the train of that reasoning which natu- 
réfly led to its establishment. 
~- Letiers continue to crowd upon us from 
al parts of the empire, and it is e¥ident 
that a most extraordinary degree of interest 
ie excited. The qaestions proposéd' to us 
respecting the objects of the undertaking, 
are as interesting ws they are namerovs ; 
and as great numbers of our correspondents 
tefer to precisely the same points, we shall 
from time to time place the communications 
im different classes, arid take oné letter for 
Msértion from each ; this the reply to one 
edtrespondent Will futnish the necessary 
fiformation to the whole of that ‘class to 
which the writer may belong; and with a 
view to enadle the public to forte an opinion 
of the feeling whith the establishment of 
the New Céiteck or Mrbrcriva has ex- 
éited throughout the profession, we shall 
fist insert three of fotr nétes, which merely 


contain Yequests that the names of the | %d generous 


Writers may be insctibed as those of eandi- 
dates fot the dipioins, These letters hav- 


. FESTIMONTALS OF PROFESSIONAL FEELING; — 


ing been for the greater part addressed to 
us as private communications, we shall not 
of course attach the names of the writers, 
One gentleman, however, has not interdict- 
éd publicity by placing the word “ private” 
upon his note, and we shall, therefore, 
have the pleasure of recording his nane—a 
name which is not without its influence 
with the profession both in England and 
Trelund. 


Portsmouth, May 9, 1831. 


Sin,—TI have this morning read with infi- 
nite pleasure, the account of a pablic nieet- 
ing of the medical practitioners of London 
held at the Crown and Anchor, on Wednes- 
day evening last, and so much pleased am | 
with the proceedings, that I request you 
will be so good as todnscribe my name as a 
candidate for the diploma of the Loxpon 
Cou.ece or Mepicins, and I beg to assure 
you every means in my power shali be used 
to further the objects in view. I am, Sir, 
yours very sincerely, > 


Surgeoa, Royal Navy. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 





Buckinghamshire, April 10, 1831. 
Sin,—I have now been a reader and an 
admirer of all things in your excellent work, 
Tue Lancer, for four years, and I lose not 
a moment in desiring that you will at the 
earliest possible period enrol my name 
amongst those honourable men who mean 
to support, both by their purses and their 
influence, the formation of thé * London 
of Medicine ;’ and 1 sincerely 
trust that the admirable endeavours of the 
gentlemen who support you in your noble 
effort to save human life, may bé érowned 
with the most brilliant success. 


I am, Sir, &c., 
To Thos. Wakley, Esq. ” 


Exeter, April $, 1831. 
Siz,—The proposal for establisling the 
London College of Medicine has been hailed 
by the profession of this city with feelings 
of the most unqualified bvery 

ractitioner here will become a candidate 
or the fellowship, and I shall take the 
eétliest opportunity of forwarding my testi- 
monials, when I hope you will do me the 
h p ing my name tothe Com- 
mittee. The Eleemosynary Fund is a noble 
institution, aed we shell sup- 
port the whole scheme, and nothing but the 
scheme, with our heads, our hearts, and our 
purdes. Medical reform is tt tndt on the 
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start, and the Bats and corruptionists will 
ali be distameed. Believe me, Sir, 

Yours most truly, &c., 
. Mr. Wakley. 


Liverpoo!, March 30, 

Sin,—As a graduate of the University of 
Edinburgh, and a member of the Dublin 
College of Surgeons, | shall take the liberty 
of forwarding by a friend the proofs of my 
qualification as a candidate for the diploma 
of the “ London College of Medicine,” 
when I shall request the favour that you 
will immediately ‘ inscribe” my name. 
The profession will now be a powerful and 
a united body ; it will be ‘* great, ylorious, 
and free.” Farewell now to Bats, Nepo- 
tists, and Dubs; our profession shall no 
longer be trampled on by intriguing law- 
yers, or scorned by canting parsons, and 
the ** Eleemosynary Fund” will prevent the 
cheek of the widow from ever being moist- 





ings? 
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protection to the honour and interests of 
the profession—that it would be doing injne- 
tice to my own feelings were I to lose a 
moment in begging of you to forward my 
name to the Committee as a subscriber, 
aod one most anxious to see their honest 

and fair principles practically established. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Ricuarp Carmrcuagt, 

One of the Senior Surgeons of the Richmond 
Surgical Hospital. 
To T. Wakley, Esq. 


What power can retard or prevent the 
success of an institution which has excited 
in its favour such ardent and generous feel- 


The old corporations are now, for 
the first time, conscious of their imbecility’ 


and feebleness, and in looking over their 


ened by the tear of distress. Thousands deeds of iniquity, let them remember that 
and thousands of helpless orphans will live | 11,21 are rendered thus prostrate, not hy an 


te bless the hour when this new College was | 


founded, and to call down the blessings of | ‘‘ opposition,” but by a ‘‘ rival ” institution, 
Heaven upon the promoters of an institution | [; would be useless to insert any more com- 


which breathes nothing but benevolence | 
and intelligence. 


| munications from the class to which the 


Ever a friend to Medical Reform and | foregoing belong, and we shall, therefore, 


Charity, 
To T. Wakley, Esq. 


Bury St. Edmonds, Suffolk ; 
May 8, 1831. 


/now select a few which require either an- 
swers or brief comments, 


Leicester Square, May 12, 1831. 
Sir,—Will you be kind enough to inform 


Sra ,—To remain inactive, while the pro-|meif a liceniiate of the Apothecaries’ Cam- 


feesion of London is exerting itself to place | pany of December, 1830, is eligible to be- 
the whole body of medical practitioners in| come a Fellow of the Lonpow CoLurce or 





their propér sphere, amounts, I conceive,! Mepicane. 


almost te criminality, Itis, therefore, my 
intention to arouse the medical men of this 
county’ to @ sense of their public duty, by 
calling a meeting to take imto consideration 
the best means of acting as auxiliaries to 
our metropolitan brethren. You will please, 
Sir, to add my namé for the diplonia of the 
London College of Medicine (asa M.R.C.S., 
and Licentiate of Apothecaries’ Company), 
also as a subscriber to the Eleemosynary 
Fund ; at the same time, I beg to assure you 
that you wilialways find mea firm and steady 
supporter of the cause of medical reform. 
I remain, Sir, &e., 
Your obedient servant, 


24, Rutland Square, Dublin ; 

_ ,May 18, 1831. 
Sir,—The leading principles to be ob- 
served in the government of the London 
Coliege of Medicine appear to be so sound, 
and so well calculated to fulfil the great ob- 


etenti 


oY teem aw i b 
, Cultivation of medical science, 








If so, | will thank you to state 
through what channel his request must be 
conveyed, 


To Mr. Wakley, 

The gentleman’iu question is an eligible 
candidate, and he may forward his request, 
together with his testimonials, or a satisfac- 
tory reference, to any individual mémber 
of the Commictée, to Tue Lancet Office, or 
to any of the medical booksellers, who 
would immediately trausmit bis applicatiod 
to the Committee. m 

- 
Bucks, May 14, 1831. 

Srre,—I take the earliest opportunity of 
forwarding, through your hands, my name 
for inscription as that of ¢ candidate for ad- 
mission to a Stessble in the New Landon 
College of Medicine which is just establish- 
ed. 1 know not to whom the fee should be 
forwarded, nor whem, nor the exact steps 
which it is needful to take at this early pe- 
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riod of the institution, but I think I cannot 
do wrong in addressing myself to you, in- 
asmuch as the existence of the College is 
mainly owing to your spirited exertions. 
Itis true that I am only an humble licen- 
tiate of the Hall, but this happened chiefly 
through m erence of the simplest and 
least te ar of qualifying myself 
legally to practise in the medical profession. 
I had an ambition at that time to distinguish 
myself otherwise than by the possession of 
an empty title—namely, in the fields of 
general and medical literature—and to this 
aim I devoted money which I else should 
have expended at the College in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, In my time an examination at 
Apothecaries’ Hall was much more dreaded 
than one at the College of Surgeons; and 
then, and now, the ordeal through which 
men pass to obtain a diploma from the Co/- 
lege of Physicians is far less decisively 
medical than that of the Hall. ‘Those pos- 
sessing the highest titles, therefore, as phy- 
sicians, bave, generally speaking, bad the 
least and fewest opportunities of becoming 
acquainted with their profession ; hence a 
total reform bas long been required. I con- 
clude by wishing all the success to the 
London College of Medicine which so 
noble and virtuous an institution merits. 
Of this there can be no doubt, while so able 
a steersman has to guide the vessel. The 
numerous and glaring evils of surrounding 
medical institutions already serve as bea- 
cons leading to the much-wished-for port. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ToT. Wakley, Esq. 


The admission fee may be forwarded with 
the proofs of the candidate’s eligibility. 
Within a very short period the Cuampens 
will be opened, where the whole of the 
business of the College will be regularly 
conducted until the general convocation, to 
be held in September. 


To the Editor of ‘Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—Having read with much satisfaction 
an account of the establishment of the Lon- 
don College of Medicine, but being doubt- 
ful on one important point in its regulations, 
I beg to ask you if it is intended to admit, 
without professional examination, medical 
practitioners who were in practice before 
1815, they not being members of R. C. S., 
or licentiates of A. H. The first regulation 
of the new College provides, ‘‘ That any 
gentleman legally qualified, &c., be deemed 
an eligible candidate for the diploma.’”’ You 
say “ All practitioners who are deemed 
qualified in law, &c., be admitted ;” and, 





further, in the same , you state that 
“ Fellows, Members, or Licentiates, of any 
medical colleges or corporations, orn any 
gentlemen legally qualified to practise, &c., 
may at once inscribe their names.” Now, 
Sir, as the “ irregulars” were, at the time 
of passing the Apothecaries’ Act, found to 
be a body of men very numerous, respect- 
able, and useful, Mr. Brougham introduced 
aclause into the act to exempt them from 
the penalties of it, by which they are re- 
cognised and protected as medical prac- 
titioners, and are therefore and thereby /e- 
gally qualified to practise. Again, Sir, I 
ask you whether these gentlemen (who are 
certainly not less respectable or less expe- 
rienced after having practised fifteen years 
more from the time before mentioned) will 
be allowed at once to inscribe their names 
as candidates for the diploma, or whether 
they must first go to school again and then 
submit to a public searching examina- 
tion? regulations which I need scarcely say 
it is next to impossible they can comply 
with, very many of them having much busi- 
ness to attend to, and large families to pro- 
vide for. An early answer among your no- 
tices to correspondents will much oblige one 
of the interested party, and a constant 
reader of your scientific Journal. 
Q. 


Bristol, May 13, 1831. 


Gentlemen who were in practice as sur- 
geons and apothecaries before the ist of 
August 1815, whether they were or were 
not graduates of Universities, or Fellows of 
any of the medical corporations or colleges, 
are considered by the regulations as eligible 
candidates for the diploma of the London 
College of Medicine. In a word, all legally- 
qualified practitioners are eligible candi- 
dates. The Committee have made the 
scheme thus comprehensive in order to en- 
list the whole profession under the same 
banner. It does not follow, however, that 
because a gentleman is a legally-qualified 
practitioner, that he will therefore receive 
from the Committee a certificate for the di- 
ploma. Advertising quacks, impostors, and 
their advocates, whether members of col- 
leges or graduates of universities, will not, 
of course, be admitted, under any circum- 
stances. Ifa man exhibit want of principle 
and disgrace himself, it cannot be expected 
that he would promote the interests, or add 
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to the honour of such an institution as the 
Lendon College of Medicine. 





- Hants, April, 22, 1831. 
Srr,—TI have read, with the most lively 
ep the report (given in the 395th 
umber of Tut Lancer) of the proceedings 
at the Crown and Anchor, to establish a 
new College of Medicine. Nothing less 
than a new college can, in my opinion, re- 
lieve the medical profession from the intoler- 
ably oppressive evils under which it has so 
long suffered ; and as you desire to learn 
the sentiments of medical men on the sub- 
ject, I deem it my duty to express my cor- 
dial approbation of the measure, and my 
determination to support it to the utmost of 
my humble ability. As far as the plan pro- 
posed for the government of the London 
College of Medicine goes, 1 think nothing 
can be better. Might not, however, some- 
thing be done to protect the public from 
the destructive proceedings of ignorant and 
unqualified pretenders? a fund, for in- 
stance, raised by annual subscription, and 
setapart for the prosecution of such persons? 
With the most sincere respect and gratitude 
for your unwearied, and (in many respects) 
successful exertions in behalf of that pro- 
fession of which I am a member, 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
To T, Wakley, Esq., Ed. Lancer. — 


No doubt can be entertained that the 
Senate, in applying to the legislature for an 
Act of Incorporation, will take especial care 
to provide a suitable punishment for quacks 
and unlicensed pretenders. 








Edinburgh, May 2nd, 1851. 

Srr,—Are members of the Edinburgh 
College of Surgeons, who obtained their 
diplomas previous to 1815, when the Apo- 
thecaries’ Act was passed, eligible candi- 
dates for the diploma of the London College 
of Medicine ? 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 
They are eligible candidates.—Ep. L. 





London, April 1831. 

Sir,—The profession is much indebted 
to your exertions as a fearless and indepen- 
dent journalist, and you will add much to the 
celebrity you have acquired, by your perse- 
verance in founding a new medical college. 
In the resolutions adopted at the general 
meeting I perceive with considerable regret 
that it is intended to limit the fellowship of 
the new College to those only who possess 
diplomas, &c., from other colleges ; thereby 
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naval and army 


at once excluding man 
surgeons from the benefit of the new insti- 


tution. Many of these officers, in their 
youthful days, passed the most rigorous 
examinations at their respective medical 
boards, after the routine examination of the 
Royal College, then Surgeons-Hall, which 
was never considered a sufficient test of the 
candidate’s ability for an appointment in 
these services, for I have known several 
who have been rejected at the board after 
having passed the College of Surgeons. As 
many of these officers are not members of 
any college, I dare say you will consider it 
a hardship on them to exclude them from 
participating in the advantages which the 
new institution holds out. Some of these 
gentlemen have seen and performed the 
most brilliant services which can fall to the 
lot of medical men; and heart-rending 
would it be to those who preserved the life 
of a Nelson at Teneriffe and the Nile, and a 
Baird at Corunna, as well as many others, 
were they, when their sun is setting, to be 
thus neglected. | am sure from my know- 
ledge of many of these gentiemen your new 
institution would not be degraded by ad- 
mitting their names to be enrolled among 
its Fellows. At your next general meeting, 
if you have overlooked the suggestion, I 
would heg and implore of you to take it into 
your consideration, and after having given 
it your attention, to propose to the meeting 
the admission of all naval und army surgeons 
to a fellowship. I-am certain this would 
give much satisfaction to a respectable body 
of men; and a resolution of this kind com- 
ing from the Editor of Tuer Lancer would 
be carried without a dissentient voice, while 
it would neither do vou any discredit, nor 
injure the new institution which is about 
to be raised into existence. 

That you may long live to be an enemy 
to the oppressor, and the friend of the op- 
pressed, is the wish of, Sir, your admirer, 
and obliged friend and servant, 

Menicvs Scotus. 


Our correspondent has not quoted the 
resolutions with accuracy. It is not stated 
that the Fellowship of the new College 
would be limited to those only who possess 
diplomas from other colleges. The ad- 
missions sre entirely under tbe control of 
the Committee, and we feel pleasure in 
assuring our able and excellent correspond. 
ent that we firmly believe there is not to be 
found a member of that body who would 
hesitate for one moment to confer the di- 
plomas of the new College upon all regu- 
larly-qualified army and navy surgeons. The 
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zeal of our corréspondent in the cause of the 
excellent and meritorious officers whom he 
advocates is highly commendatory. He 
may rest satisfied that neither army nor 
navy surgeons will be insulted by the new 
College. 

Our space being exhausted, we must 
defer noticing some of the other communi- 
cations till next week. 





LONDON UNIVERSITY. 





DR. ELLIOTSON AND MR, QUATIN. 
Tuis learned and excellent physician is 
appointed to the Chair of Medicine in the 


| wishes to know if it was not an attack upon 
Dr. Binxseck. Explanation we cannot give, 
further than by atating that it contained no 
attack upon that gentlemad. Dr. Binxseck 
has for years past fought nobly by the side 
of the Lornp Caancettor in the great 
cause of national improvement; to him we 
are indebted for the first Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute, and to his able and well-directed exer- 
tions may be attributed much of that useful 
information which is now so largely diffused 
amongst the humbler classes of society. 





EFFICACY OF 


CHLORIDE OF SODA 





Untversity or Lonpon. Had the Council 
exercised equal judgment in conducting the | 
whole of the elections, the unfortunate dis- 
sensions which have so repeatedly disturb- 
ed the medical department of the University 
would never have existed. In choosing Dr. 
Extrorson it is quite evident that the 
Council have been actuated only by one 
motive, the welfare of the students com- 
mitted to their charge. It is now certain 
that the University will open in October) 
next, under the most promising circum- 
stances, strengthened, as it will be, in the 
professorial department, by a vast accession 
of talent. No appointment, we understand, 
has yet been made to the Chair of Anatomy, 
but we have been informed that Mr. Jones 
Qv Arn is a candidate for ,the vacant office. 
Should this report prove correc t, the Council 
will scarcely fail to secure for the Institu- 
tion the services of such a thoroughly scien_ 
tific anatomist, and high)y-accomplished 
teacher. 





DR. BIRKBECK. 
. Severat correspondents are desirous that 
we should explain that part of the leading 
article in our last week’s Lancer, which 
referred to the pernicious influence “ said te 
lave been exercised over his unsuspecting 
colleagues by a member of the Couneil of 
the London University ;” end one gentleman 


IN A CASE OF 
DROPSY. 


By Jouxn D. Hsewortu, Esqg., Surgeon, 
Leeds. 





Tux following case of dropsy, which fell 
under my immediate care, yielded to a 
medicine which I am not aware has before 
been tried for the cure of that distressing, 
and too often fatal, disease :— 

Maria Aspin, wtat. 14, residing at Wood- 
house, consulted me on the 4th of last Oc- 
ober. She was afflicted with ascites, and 
had laboured under the disease fifteen 
weeks, The abdomen measured thirty-nine 
inches in circumference. The following 
medicines were prescribed :-— 


RK Extr. elaterii, gr. 4; 
Hydrarg. submur., gr. iij ; 
Potasse supertart., 3i. M. ft. pulv. 
altern. q. q. mane capiat. 


Her mother informing me that she had 
not yet menstruated, aud her age being 
critical, two table-spoonfuls of the com- 
pound decoction of aloes were ordered to 
be taken twice a day. She visited me again 
on the 9th-inst., but there was no manifest 
diminution in the size of the abdomen. The 
elaterium had excited vomiting to sucha 
degtee that I was induced to discontinue 
it, and I substituted in its stead the follow- 
ing hydrogogue cathartic powder :— 

R Pulv. scammon., gr. iij ; 

Hydrarg, submur., gr. iv ; 

Cambogia, gr. ij ; 

Pulv. digitalis, gr. 4. M. ft. pul. 
altern. q. q. mane capiat. 

Contin. Decoct, aloe comp, ut antea 
prescript, : 
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~Téaw the patient again on the 17th inst. 
The alvine evacuations had been copious 
and watery. The abdomen was again mea- 
sured, but no alteration was perceptible. 
Directed to take the following mixture and 
pills aliis omisis :— 


the perspirations. I mensured the abdo- 
men, and it was found to be diminished two 
inches anda half. The dose of the chloride 
was gradually increased until the 29th of 
November, at which time I discharged her, 
cured ; her body then measured twenty-six 


BR Gum myrrhe, 35 ; inches, She is now perfectly well and 


‘erri healtby. 
Ferri sulph., 9); y 
| Waa ij; Leeds, May 5, 1831. 
Tre. scille, 3i; 





Ar. cinnam., 3vij. M. sumt. cocbl. 
mag. iij, 4tis horis. 

R Pitul. hydr., gr. iv; 

Pulv. digitalis, gr. 4; ft. pilul. nocte 
maneq. capiat. EXPULSION OF DR. RAMADGE. 

These medicines were continued until the! On Monday last a special General Meet- 
28th inst., during which time I visited her ing of the Fellows of this Society was called 
twice, The mouth was slightly affected | for the purpose of taking into consideration 
with mercury, but the symptoms of her dis- |@ recommendation of the Couneil, that the 
ease remained unaltered. I ordered her/name of Dr, Ramadge be erased from the 
mother to procure some broom, and gave | list of the Fellows of the Society, in conse- 
her directions for making a decoction of it, | quence of his having, io the letter which was 
adding a portion of the root of the dande- lately published in Tue Lancer, warmly 
lion. She was directed to take a wine-|eulogised the conduct, and advocated the 
glassful of this decoction three times a day‘ | treatment, pursued by the quack Joun Lone, 
and to omit other medicines. in the case of the late Miss Casurn, 

I cannot give a very accurate description; After the chair had been taken by Dr. 
of her case from the 28th of October until| Borne, the usual inquiry was made, whe- 
the 6th of November, as she resided at a dis- | ther the subscriptions of any of the Fellows 
tance of two miles from my house. My | of the Society were in arrear, when it ap- 
services had been gratuitous, and I heard | peared, that amongst the defaulters was Dr. 
no tidings of her during that interval.| Ramadge, who was consequently informed 
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About this time I had a patient under my 
care who was labouring under disease of the 
kidneys and bladder. 1 had sent a solution 
of chloride of soda to be used as a purify- 
ing lotion, together with a solution of liq. 
potasse, a tea-spoonful of which had been 
prescribed as a dose to be taken at proper 
intervals, The patient’s wife by mistake 
used the liq. potasse for the lotion, and 
gave the chloride of soda as the medicine. 
The day following the patient informed me 
that he felt much relieved, and had per- 
spired profusely soon after every dose of his 
medicine. As there was considerable fetor 
in the room, I directed the wife to make 
use of the lotion I had sent. She, true to 
her first impression, used the bottle con- 
taining the liq. potasse, and I was thus ena- 
bled to detect her mistake. ‘he decided 
pm gee effects of the chloride of soda I 

witoessed, induced me to make a trial 
of it in the case of Maria Aspin, I had 
satisfied myself that the absorbent vessels 
had lost their tone, and I imagined that if 
the chloride of soda would act upon the 
exhalants, her case might still admit of hope. 
A tea-spoonful of Beaufoy’s concentrated 
chloride of soda, diluted with a cup of gruel, 
was ordered to be taken three times a day. 
Two days after this, her mother informed 
me that she could have wrung her body- 
linen and night-eap, sv profuse had been 


by the President, that in conformity with 
|the laws of the institution, he could not be 
allowed to take part in the discussion which 
was about to commence, until he had paid 
up the sum due from him. 

Dr. Kamance desired to know if he was 
not at liberty to defend himself without this 
preliminary step. 

The Presivent replied that the rule was 
absolute and could not be waived. 

Dr. Ramapce then said he should not 
pay his overdue subscription, but shortly 
afterwards hechanged his mind, and handed 
over to the secretary the two guineas. He 
then eoutended that the Society had no 
power to expel a Fellow, 

A Fetiow inquired if there was any 
direct law giving the Society the power of 
expulsion. 

The Prestpent declared in favour of the 
power. ‘There were several precedents for 
its exercise, and the majority,of the Fellows 
at any general meeting were empowered to 
take any steps they might think proper in 
cases unprovided for by express law. 

The di ion then ensued as to what 
should be taken as the basis of the proceed- 
ing, when it was agreed to act upon the let- 
ter published in Nos. 396 and 400 of Tus 
Lancer, Dr. Ramadge confessing in answer 
to an inquiry from the chair, that such letter 








had been written by bim. The Secretary, 
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in o ce to a request of the meeting, 
read the letter, upon which a motion to the 
effect that Dr. Ramadge should be expelled 
the Society was made and seconded. 

Several of the Fellows then addressed the 
chair, contending that Dr. Ramadge had by 
writing such a letter improperly and shame- 
fully advocated empirical practice, had cast 
unjust and unprofessional aspersions on his 
profession, and the character of his medical 
brethren,—that he must have been prompt- 
ed by latent and selfish motives,—that he 
must have previously made his calculations, 
have satisfied himself that from the moment 
the letter appeared he would be scouted and 
sh d by respectable practitioners,—and 
that he had disgraced himself as a medical 
man, and rendered himself unworthy of 
being continued a Fellow of the London 
Medical Society. 

No one had a syllable to say in vindica- 
tion of Dr. Ramadge’s conduct. On the 
contrary, all agreed in condemning it in the 
strongest terms ; but some thought that the 
honour and interests of the Society would 
be better consulted by leaving the Fellows 
and the profession to manifest their feeling 
in some other way, rather than by expelling 
the object of it from the Seciety. For in- 
stance, it waa intimated that the profession 
might refuse to meet him in consultation, 
and that if he should continue hereafter to 
enter the room of the Society, it might be 
proper to leave him solus on the seat, or 
that the Fellows might refuse to attend to 
any-thing he stated in the Society. 

In accordance with these views it was 
moved, seconded, and put to a show of hands, 
that the further consideration of the original 
motion should be postponed, sine die, but 
only four hands were held up in favour of 
the proposition. It therefore fell to the 

und. 

Dr. Ramapoe then entered on a 








deaf. 
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fence, and, after having been checked seve- 


ral times by the President in his vi ~ 


tions and threats, Dr. Ramadge sat 

and the Battor Box was sent round at a 
quarter before 11 o’clock, when there ap- 
peared, for the expulsion, 24; against it, 1; 
majority in favour of Dr. Ramadge's expul- 
sion, 23. 

After the President, whose conduct 
throughout was marked by great impar- 
tiality, had declared the result of the ballot, 
Dr. Ramadge remained sitting for a minute 
or two with a sarcastic smile on his counte- 
nance, He then rose, and saying, “ I don’t 
care a farthing for your decision,” walked 
towards the door, and left the room amid 
the universal hisses of the meeting. 

An entry was ordered to be made by the, 
registrar of the expulsion, and the party’s 
name was erased from the list of the Fellows, 
The meeting then broke up. 





LIBRARY 


OF THE LATE PROFESSOR BENNETT. 





Tue surviving relatives of the lament- 
ed Professor Bennett are desirous of dis- 
posing by private sale of his small li- 
brary of books, principally foreign, consist- 
ing of about 200 volumes. A catalogue 
may be seen, and the prices are marked in 
many instances at less than half the original 
cost. The books may be viewed by any gen- 
tleman at the late Professor Bennett's 
residence, 34, Alfred Place, Bedford Square, 
between the hours of twelve and three. A 
perfect copy, in the best condition, of the 
Dictionnaire des Sciences Medicales, 60 vols., 
is the chief work, and this is marked in the 
catalogue at so low a price as must obtain 
we should think, an immediate purchaser. 





of his conduct, occupying a very long pe- 
riod in its delivery. It consisted in great 
part of a violent tirade against the members 
of the profession—one which was far from 
being complimentary to the Fellows present, 
but highly laudatory of himself, He denied 
that he had written the letter for the pur- 
of its being published or being sent 
orth to the world through the medium of 
any publication whatever. No man or body 
of men, he said, had a right to dictate to 
him what course of conduct he should pur- 
sue, and he cared very little about what the 
result of the Society might be. Should the 
Fellows, however, expel him, he had it in 
his power to, and would, take such steps, 
and make such public disclosures, as would 
cause the Society and the profession deeply 
to regret the proceedings of the evening. 
This speech was considered to be rather a 
further condemnation of himself than a de- 








There are copies also of Sprengle’s Histoire 
de la Medécine (the translation by Jourdan) 
in 9 vols—Sebatier’s Medéci Operatoire, 
4 vols—Cuvier’s Comparative Anatomy, 
2 vols. 4to., and his Lecons d’ Anatomie.— 
Delpech’s precis Elementaire des Maladies, 
% vols.—Works of Meckel and Boyer— 
Breschet's Venous System, with the plates 
excellently coloured—Monro’s Acai iA 
the Pelvis, plates— Serres’ Anatomie : 
paree de Cerveau, 2 vols.,—and a few old 
medical and surgical works, such as Mr. 
Bennett thought worth collecting, which 
the curious may desire to pick up. 








LONDON HOSPITAL. 
On Wednesday last a boy was brought 
into the operating theatre of this hospital, 
for the purpose of having the operation of 
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diseased knee. The intended operator was 
Mr. Andrews, The disease was of fifteen 
years’ duration, during which period the 
patient had been dismissed three times 
from different hospitals as incurable. Mr. 
Andrews was about to commence proceed- 
ings, when a discussion arose in the pre- 
sence of the patient, in consequence of Mr. 
Jobn Scott expressing his opinion that the 
removal of the limb was unjustifiable, unless 
life was in immediate danger. Mr. Scott 
declared, that were it his case he decidedly 
should not operate, but would set about sub- 
duing the chronic inflammation which exist- 
ed in the ‘* diseased joint,” according to the 
mode detailed in his publication on that 
subject. The result of a long deliberation, 
during the whole of which the boy was 
detained on the operating table listening 
to the various judgments passed on his 
limb, was, that Sir William Blizard de- 
cided that the boy should have the benefit 
of a “‘ week’s trial” of Mr. Scott’s treat- 
ment! Considering that the disease has 
now lasted only fifteen years, the most san- 
guine expectations are entertained of a per- 
fect cure. 

The above facts need no comment. They 
convey their own moral, and only need ex- 


posure. 





ON CERTAIN APPEARANCES LIABLE TO OCCUR 
IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT, WHICH 
HAVE BEEN TERMED 


GLANDERS. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancrr. 


Srtr,—As the remarks and extracts on this 
subject, which appeared in No. 396 of Tue 
Lancet, were unavoidably extended toa 
considerable length, I was compelled to 
withhold some others that 1 deem of import- 
ance to be known and attended to by the 
profession; I am induced, therefore, to 
again beg permission to encroach on your 
columns. 

For so long a time have I been well con- 
vinced of the strict propriety of prescribing 
“for the state of the patient, and not the 
name of the disease,”—Dr, Elliotson’s ad- 
mirable text,—that I have not only scouted 
the notice of specifics, but nearly lost sight 
of the names of diseases altogether; and 
under this impression in my former commu- 
nication, I made the following remark, but 
which was omitted, and I presume uninten- 
tionally ;—** If medical men would but re- 
verse this bug-bear specific notion, apply 
the peculiarity to the patients, and attend a 
little more to the particular states of their 





GLANDERS IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT. 


amputation performed, in consequence of a| general systems, &c., instead of using the 
|term specific so aptly to disease and reme- 
| dies, they would then, in my opinion, be in 
jthe proper field for investigation, and in 
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the right track for reaching the goal of me- 
dical perfection.” 

But the names of diseases, however, it 
must be admitted, are useful to a certain 
extent, as they serve to convey notions that 
would otherwise require a repetition of 
language ; I shall not, therefore, attempt to 
draw attention from the term glanders, but 
after defining the proper symptoms by which 
itis recognised in the horse, proceed to state 
that similar appearances are liable to take 
place in the human subject from similar 
causes, and without the contact of any sort 
of infectious matter ; and, also, that so far 
from such appearances in man being new in 
the annals of medicine, that they have been 
minutely recorded, and persons in that state 
accurately and truly described as becoming 
glandered, by a learned apothecary prac- 
tising in London, John Chandler by name. 

The period at which the term glanders 
came into veterinary use, is extremely un- 
certain, although the same symptoms of 
disease appear to have been known and 
described in the days of Aristotle, or, as 
some suppose, in those of Hippocrates, 
Vegetius, a veterinary writer of the fourth 
century, treats of it under the term morbus 
humidus, and states that the ancients called 
it the profluvium atticum. In a work of one 
of our own earliest authors, Gervase Mark- 
ham’s Cavalarice, or the English Horseman, 
published in 1617, it is thus accounted 
for:—* It is a fluxe, or ingendring together 
of many humours about the rootes of the 
tongue, between the two neather chappes, 
inaming and impostumating those kernels 
which naturally grow about the rootes of 
the tongue, which kernels are called glandes, 
fré whence some farriers suppose the name 
glanders came first, and I am of that mind 
also." This description very nearly accords 
with the strangles of the present day, and 
tends to confirm what. Mr. Vines has ad- 
vanced on strangles, colds, &c., ending in 
glanders ; in fact, Markham states, that the 
only difference between strangles and glan- 
ders is, that the former “ impostumate and 
breakes outwardly,”’ but that in the latter 
the ‘* inflammation and impostumation ex- 
ulcerates inward, and so like aToule fistula, 
avoydes all the foule matter at the horse’s 
nostrels, therefore we call it the glanders, and 
it is a much hardercure.” In the more ad- 
vanced stages of the disease in former days, 
it was termed Mourning of the Chine, from 
the great wasting or consumption of the 
body ; but Lam led to apprehend, that as 
the treatment and usage of the horse in ear- 
lier times were very different from the pre- 
sent, for they were not so over-worked, nor 
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so largely bled, strong sicked, or debili- 
tated by » Arner Senter disordered, 
that disease from debility, and those parti- 
cular states of the animal now called glan- 
ders, were very much less frequent than at 
the present time. 

r. Vines has remarked, in his treatise 
on Glenders and Farcy, that the term 
glanders in all probability originated with 
those who knew but little regarding the 
nature and causes of disease in the horse, 
and that it agpems to have been continued 
asa matter of course, without any one giv- 
ing a definite description of its nature. 

hat is now understood by glanders in_ 
the horse, is principally distinguished by 
the following appesrances, liable of course 
to variations; a discharge of matter from 
one or both of the nostrils, of a sizy or glue- 
like character, sometimes streaked with 
blood, generally adhering to the edges of 
the nostrils, which ere more eontracted | 
than in other diseases which affect those 
parts, as colds, strangles, &c. The mucous 
membrane lining the nostrils is the part 
from which the discharge takes place, and 
both these, on inspection, will be found of 
an unbealthy appearauce, and of a paler 
colour than when healthy and natural, with 
a taway hue or yellowish tinge that may be 
well likened unto the “ sear and yellow 
leaf;” in some cases this tinge nearly ap- 
proaches to a copper colour, Ulcers, which 
gradually enlarge, are very commonly form- 
ed in the membrane, and have also an un- 
healthy character, and they not unfrequently 
extend so as to destroy considerable por- 
tions of the cartilage, turbinated bones, and 
likewise large portions of the internal sur- 
face of the fronta), maxillary, and nasal 
bones. Frequently one, and occasionally 
both, of the submaxillary lymphatic glands 

called kernels in common) are found en- 

ged, and ultimately become scirrhous, 
In some instances the lungs become dis- 
eased, contain tubercles, vomice, &*., or 
they may be primarily affected. These effects 
are produced by a variety of predisposing 
and exciting causes, such as sudden changes 
of temperature, of clothing, food, air, and 
exercise, or they may follow, directly or in- 
directly, diseases improperly treated, viz. 
atrangles, colds, inflammation of the lungs, 
dropsy, grease, injuries, &c, 

Now happeniug to have seen, on more 
than one occasion, a train of symptoms very 
nearly similar to those in the horse take 

iu the human subject, without the 
possibility of any infectious matter coming 
ym contact with apy part of the body, and 
where they could oply and fairly be auri- 
buted to debility, subsequent to powerful 

ive remedies which had been resorted 
to in that sort of habit which I believe can- 











not be better expressed or explained, and ] 





HUMAN SUBJECT. 


trust comprehended, than under the term 
unhealthy ; and also observed them under 
some other particular instances, where it 
was likewise utterly impossible to be the 
effect of infectious matter; and having be- 
fore stated Mr. Vines’ experiments to prove 
that symptoms similar to glanders can be 
easily produced in some animals, by setting 
up irritation in the system, end I hope 
clearly shown how the cases published by 
Dr. Elliotson occurred, without any assist- 
ance of the marvellous, or calling in the aid 
of an old glandered horse, I shall next ad- 
vance some extracts to show that heretofore 
that state of the subject, and to which [ 
more particularly wish to direct attention, 
has been long since well and ably described, 
and which also show that all our prede- 
cessors were not exactly such ignuoramuses 
as many of our modern geniuses fain wish, 
and would willingly have us to believe, 

It is now I believe nearly bordering on a 
century, since the learned practitioner be- 
fore alluded to, a fellow of the then Royal 
Society (but not of the College of Physi, 
cians), very ably treated on the different 
affections to which the mucous, then knowa 
under the term pituitary membrane, is lia- 
ble, viz, colds, &c., when, in alluding to one 
state of the throat and fauces, at that period 
termed the putrid sore throat, he says, ‘* Yet 
it is by no means confined to this part, but 
spreads at different times through all the 
extent of the pituitary membrane, very 
often through the nostrils, and diseasing 
the cavernous bones and sinuses; and gsome- 
times it reaches up along the processes of 
the palate bones to the angles of the eyes ; 
he also adds that it has been frequently 
known to penetrate beyond the confines of 
this membrane, to tumify and indurate the 
parotids.” : 

** It sets out withe putrid, not an infam- 
matory aspect; it never rises to aa inflam. 
mation in the naturai course of this disease, 
but tends, in its own genuine mature, to a 
sphacelus and caries of the parts affected.” 

** The firstand common appearances are 
feverishness, sickness, vomiting, or purg- 
ing ; the proper and diagnostic signs which 
follow are, an ulcerous slough on some part 
of the fauces, discharging a fetid matter ; 
a livid or dark purplish colour of the mem-~- 
brave spread over the velum, tonsils, and 
other parts in view; the nostrils. are 
glandered, discharging a glary, fetid mu- 
cus; the edges of the pustrils and angles of 
the lips are excoriated, and scab; the eyes 
discharge from the interna] angles a fatid 
matter, and the edges of the eyelids agglu- 
tinate.” 

** From the absorption of the fotid pus 
the blood is contaminated, crimson ello» 
rescences and small putrid pustules break 
out on the skin of the neck and breast, & 
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quick depressed pulse, with a tendency 
rather to stupor than violent perturbation 
accompany all, and, if not relieved, termi- 
pate in delirium, languor, clammy sweats, 
and death.” 

I remain, Sir, yours, &c., much obliged, 

- Hart, 
' Surgeon and Zoatrist, 
April 9, 1851. 
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MEDICAL FEES IN DUBLIN.--REAL CAUSE 
OF PROFESSIONAL DISTRESS IN THAT 
CAPITAL, 


ee 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sirn,—With reference to a letter signed 
“A Young Practitioner,” which appears in 
the last number of your valuable Lancer, I 
take leave to observe that the remedy of 
lowering the fee to five shillings a visit for 
medical or surgical attendance, would not 
only not answer the object proposed, but 
teud: to lower the medical profession in the 
eyes of the public. If **A Young Practi- 
tioner ” bad any share of practice he would 
know that many of the juniors, his contem- 


poraries, are actively and profitably engaged | 
|must make his son a doctor or a surgeon, 


in practice, and through the very means that 
he calls for; namely, by taking a smaller 
remuneration than they are entitled to by 
the custom of society, or than is given to 
their seniors ; but this is not, thank God, 
done in the way proposed, by five-shilling 
visits. Another, and a more honourable 
mode, both to practitioner and patient, is re- 
sorted to; that is, the latter, where his 
means will not allow of greater generosity, 
fees his physician or surgeon every second, 
third, or fourth visit, as is most convenient 
to him, but only in paper or gold. Away 
then with the mean and base practice of a 
nominal five-shilling visit, the gentleman 
who has broached it might as well have come 
down to the Dutch or Spanish fee of a stiver 
Orapistuer, It is not a regulation of fees 
we want in Dublin, but a correction of that 
corrupt and oppressive, that cruel and heart- 
less, system of nepotism and favouritism 
which renders rotten to the core our public 
hospitals and institutions, and does all it 
can to crush honesty, iudependence, and 
talent, unless it happen to be of the domi- 
nant faction. 

To ‘call a meeting of the profession 
throughout Ireland to assemble in Dublin 
to take iuto consideration the best means of 
exposing to the world the execrable, flagi- 
tious, corrupt, and exclusive by-laws and 
trickery of the two Corporations of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons’ Colleges in this city, 
would be a much more feasible and useful 
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It is scarcely to be credited, yet it is 
notoriously the fact, that a member of the 
Colleges of Surgeons of London or Edin- 
burgh is excluded from the appointment to 
a county infirmary in Ireland, although 
eligible in any other part of the King’s do- 
minions! Nor is a member of the Dublin 
College, allowed by an infamous by-law of 
Lis College, to meet a member of another 
college in consultation, under a penalty of 
fine or expulsion, Can, or should, such a 
system last much longer? Forbid it Heaven ! 
The day of reform and retribution is at hand, 
| thanks to the aid of your excellent Lancer, 
which, I trust, with the co-operation of our 
worthy friend ‘‘ Erinensis,” will again take 
the field against the Dublin hydres. 

To return to your correspondent, ‘A 
| Young Practitioner,” I can assure him and 
|others similarly situated, that unless they 
jhave other means of support they had 
{better make a hasty retreat from the 
|medical profession before grim starvation 
|comes on them while they are under the 
/expectancy of practice; for it is notorious 








lthat the medical and-surgical profession is 


ten times over done in Ireland; and the 
common observation is, that there are more 
doctors and surgeons in Dublin than pa- 
tients, Every petty trader or mechanic 


The thing will cure itself. Yours, dear Sir, 
An Onserver. 
April, 1851. 


SIZE OF THE SANGUINEOUS PARTICLES IN 
THE FETUS AND IN MATURE AGE, 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer, 

S1r,—It has lately occurred to me to ob+ 
serve a remarkable peculiarity in the blood 
of the fetus, and of animals in the early 
stages of life, of which | cannot find any 
previous notice to have been teken. It re- 
lates to the size of the sanguineous particles. 
If the blood of au animal in utero be exam- 
ined microscopically, and compared with 
that of the mother, the fetal particles will 
be found much larger than the maternal— 
considerably so in the first stages of gesta- 
tion; and as the ovum increases in size, the 
particles diminish, nor do they obtain their 
femmpnent dimensions till some time after 
irth, a 

If these facts have not been disposed of 
before, and you think them ivteresting, I 
shall be much obliged by your giving them 
a place in your Journal, and shall be happy 
to supply you in a future communication, 
with futher particulars and observations on 
the subject. 1 remain yours, &c., 

H. Pgacock, ' 

18, Salisbury-sq., Fleet-st., 

May 9, 1834, 





len than entering into a dincussion on fees, | 





LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 


Te the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srn,—I have perused with some attention 
the laws of the London College of Medicine, 
and am of opinion that with one exception 
they embrace every-thing which can contri- 
bute to the honour and successful cultivation 
of the joint professions of medicine and sur- 
gery,—that exception I conceive to be a 
macula on the whole superstructure,—it is 
the admission of the apothecary to the same 
rank and title as the purely professional 
man. Whatever may be the policy of the 
measure (and even of that I am doubtful), 
depend upon it, Sir, that it will prove deep- 
ly injurious to the Lonpoy Cocuece or 
Mepictwe, and to the respectability of the 
whole profession ; there surely ought to be 
some distinction made between a strictly 

ional man, aud one who is half doc- 


NEW COLLEGE.—BALLOONING.—MR. GUTHRIE. 





tor, half tradesman; you may pass de- 
crees declaring their equality ; but will 
society, for whom artificial distinctions anol 
made, recognise and act upon your laws? | 
No one, I imagine, will venture to assert 
that it will: of what use then is the passing 
of such a law, but (as it cannot raise the 
apothecary to the level of the pure physi- 
clan or surgeon) to attempt to bring down 
the latter to the level of the former, 
and to degrade the title of Doctor by giving 
it to the retail tradesman, I hope you will 
not consider the above remarks illiberal ; 
they are directed not against the men but 
the system, and are dictated solely by my 
conviction that the true interest and dignity 
of the medical profession will be best con- 
sulted by separating it as much as possible 
from trade; this may in some degree be done 
by admitting to an equality of rank and title 
every branch of the medical profession, 
ellowing a man to practise one or as many 
branches as he pleases at a fair remunerat- 
ing fee (for this one of your laws provides) ; 
it wants a clause, however, establishing a 
distinction of rank and title where a man 
connects his profession with a trade ; let 
this be carried into effect, and you will soon 
have the mass of practitioners, physicians 
and surgeons, and not surgeons and apothe- 
caries, a change by which the profession 
and the public will be equally the gainers. 
If you think my suggestion worthy of atten- 
tion or discussion you may publish it, and 1 
will in another letter develop the plan and 
its probable effects at greater length, 
I am, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 


A Puysician. 
London, May 11, 1831. 


+ BALLOON ASCENT, © 
Ow Saturday, the 30th April, Dr, Forster 
made an aérial voyage in a balloon, from the 
gardens of the Blackfriars near Chelmsford. 
The balloon ascended rapidly in a spiral 
course. At the altitude of near 6000 feet, Dr. 
Forster experienced a remarkable deafness 
in both ears, much like what Mr. Garnerin 
had experienced, and which he had once 
before noticed on high mountains, On de- 
scending to about 2000 feet, this sensation 
went off; but on landing on the ground, it 
returned, or at least a deafness returned, 
which seemed to be the counterpart of it, 
and lasted for several hours. Dr. Forster 
has made some observations on this pheno- 
menon, which he thioks will throw much 
new light on the physiology of hearing, and 
the pathology of the ear. 





MR. GUTHRIB—CAUTION TO MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. 

A mepicat student requests us to make 
public the following complaint :— 

I entered last October to Mr. Guthrie's 
lectures on surgery, and as his opportuni. 
ties of experience in diseases of the eye 
are on an extensive scale, I anticipated 
great benefit from his doctrines in that im- 
cee department of surgery; but this 

r. Guthrie, one of the examiners of the 
College of Surgeons, has so far broken his 
= and neglected his duty, as mot to 

ave included in his course of surgical lec- 
tures (which is now terminated), the dis- 
eases of the eye. Mr. Guthrie also pro- 
mised in his advertisement to deliver clini- 
cal lectures at the Westminster Hospital. 
Now, not a single clinical lecture has 
been given at that hospital since October 
last, either hy Mr. Guthrie, or either of the 
other surgeons. I should earnestly recom- 
mend those gentlemen who may hereafter 
enter upon their studies in London, to take 
the most minute pains in inquiring into the 
character of the lecturer before he pays him 
his money, and to place no- reliance what- 
ever on promises. 

May 11, 1831. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

_ We feel acutely for M—e F—n’s situation, but 
in order to avoid expense, trouble, and. amxiety, 
we would d him, ci ed as he is, 
to purchase the license from the Old Ladies at 
Rhubarb Hall. This wili be the safest course, and 
will enable him to practice i diately 
in perfect sec’ . The Examinations at the 
New Co.cxex or Medicine will not be instituted 
until after September. 

The Chambers of the Lonpon Cou.ses . or 
pee ee will, = p bability, be advertised in 
a very few days. It is by no means to procure 
suitable apartments in an eligible citession. eUptil 











the Chambers are cnenat, any comm 
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